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Cooperative Agreement
Between

Meridian Behavioral Healthcare, Inc.

and

The School Board of Hamilton County, Florida

THIS AGREEMENT ("Agreement") is entered into by and between Meridian
Behavioral Healthcare, Inc., a Florida Not for Profit Corporation, 4300 SW 13^^
Street, Gainesville, FL 32608 ("Meridian") and the School Board of Hamilton
County, Florida, 4280 SW County Road 152, Jasper, FL 32052, ("School
Board").

WHEREAS, the School Board desires to purchase certain therapeutic and
preventive mental health services to its students who are in need of such services;
and

WHEREAS, Meridian Behavioral Healthcare, Inc. has professionally trained
psychiatrists, mental health counselors, and case managers available to provide
such services;

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the mutual covenants
and conditions contained herein, the Parties agree as follows:

A. Particulars of This Agreement

1. Duration: This Agreement shall commence on July 1,2017 and shall continue
until June 30, 2018.

2. Renewabilitv: This Agreement shall not be automatically renewable.

3. Modification: This Agreement may be modified only by separate written
agreement appended hereto and signed by both parties.

4. Contract Managers: Contract Manager for Meridian Behavioral Healthcare, Inc.
will be Carali McLean, Senior Vice President of Clinical Programs and Business
Development or her designee. Contract Manager for the School Board will be
Betty Linton, Coordinator of Exceptional Student Education, or her designee.

5. Notices. Authorizations. Billings and Reports: All notices, authorizations, bills

and reports, or any other documentation required by this Agreement to be
provided by one party to the other shall be sent as follows:

The School Board of Hamilton County, Florida
P.O. Box 1059
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Jasper, PL 32052
Attention: Superintendent Rex. L. Mitchell also with email copy to:
rex.mitchell@,hamiltonfl.com

Meridian Behavioral Healthcare, Inc.

4300 SW 13th Street, Gainesville, PL 32608

Attention: Margarita Labarta, Ph.D., President/CEO
maggie labarta@mbhci.ora

Also with email copy to:
Billing To: Betty Linton

Coordinator of Exceptional Student Education
5683 US Highway 129 South
Suite 1

Jasper, PL 32052
also with email copy to: betty.linton@hamiItonfl.com

Michael Vinson

Director of Business Services

5683 US Highway 129 South
Suite 1

Jasper, PL 32052
also with email copy to: michael.vinson@hamiltonfl.com:

Carali McLean

Senior Vice President of Clinical Programs and Business Development
Meridian Behavioral Healthcare, Inc

4300 SW IB"" Street
Gainesville, Florida 32608

also with email copy to carali_mclean@mbhci.org

B. Responsibilities of the School Board

1. Payment: School Board shall pay for services rendered to any student who is
referred for services pursuant to this agreement, according to the rate plan
included in Attachment A. These rates will apply only when the child is not
eligible for Medicaid OR when the service provided is not reimbursable under
Medicaid rules and limitations.

The School Board shall be billed on a monthly basis by the 15^^ of the month
following the provision of services. The Contract shall not exceed $14,000
annually for mental health services (i.e., counseling) and psychiatric (i.e.,
medication) services. Payment shall be made monthly upon receipt of a billing
invoice from Meridian.
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2. Determining Eligibility for Services: The School Board is responsible for
determining eligibility for service referral. A student may be referred for services
under this Agreement if he/she meets the following conditions:
a. Is under 22 years of age and is enrolled in the Hamilton County Schools;

and

b. Is identified as eligible for Exceptional Student Education services and is
serviced in a self-contained class and/or has significant behavioral or
emotional difficulties; and

c. Is in need of mental health services for one or more of the following
reasons:

1) Reported family or peer problem that causes significant distress or
interference with functioning with peers, at home, or school.

2) Traumatic experience (e.g., abuse, loss of loved one, medical
problems, or other crisis) that results in significant distress or
interference with functioning with peers, at home, or school.

3) Excessive absenteeism associated with emotional problems.
4) Academic performance below expected level associated with

emotional problems.
5) Multiple behavioral difficulties at school associated with emotional

problems.
6) Medications require close monitoring and collaboration.
7) Recent change of program placement indicates the need for

transitional support.
8) Underage drinking or other substance use
9) In-school suspension

3. Referral Process: The School board will refer eligible students through the
principal or his/her designee and the ESE office in accordance with the criteria
listed above.

The School Board agrees to designate personnel fi-om each school such as the
guidance counselor to be active with Meridian assigned school therapist and
Meridian Program Manager for processing referrals and to facilitate having school
referred/MERIDIAN involved students prepared i.e. in office area or other
designated location, at agreed upon consecutive time slots, for school based
clinical sessions.

The School Board understands for school referred/MERIDIAN involved students

to be served routinely by MERIDIAN at the schools, the clinician will need to
have enough referred students to justify the time and travel involved in getting to
those schools. When the referral base is not sufficient, the school referred students
will be seen at local MERIDIAN offices instead of the respective school.
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4. Liability and Protection of Health Information: The School Board agrees to render
full cooperation with Meridian in recommending and referring students for
counseling and/or consultation. If the School Board is unable to obtain consent
for treatment, or facilitate Meridian's obtaining consent for treatment, services
cannot be provided. The forms for these parental consents and releases are
attached to this Agreement as Attachment D, which is incorporated herein by
reference.

Additionally, the School Board agrees to protect confidential health information
in accordance with applicable law. Meridian will clearly identify on its face any
confidential health information subject to HIP A A which Meridian provides to
School Board.

5. Office Space and Resources: The School Board agrees to furnish Meridian staff
with appropriate workspace at those sites where services are provided. The space
does not need to be continuously available, but does need to be suitable for
therapy sessions and available when the therapist is on site.

As part of this Agreement; it is required that Meridian staff providing services on
premises have access to the internet for the purposes of connecting to Meridian's
EMR (Electronic Medical Records) to document care and treatment of clients
provided at Hamilton County location(s). Access required will be via secure VPN
(Virtual Private Network) and can be delivered either by Ethemet (wired
connection) or secure wireless. Any use by Meridian staff of the School Board's
internet access will be subject to the School Board's policies and procedures.

Responsibilities of Meridian

Staffing: Meridian will provide appropriately qualified staff in sufficient numbers
to meet the service demands of this Agreement. Staff will have sufficient
education, training and experience to conduct the procedures described in the
"Service and Rate Schedule" in Attachment A, which is incorporated herein by
reference.

Billing: Meridian will submit a monthly invoice to the School Board for
therapeutic services provided by Meridian staff. Invoices shall include details of
the names of each student served and the duration, types, and locations of services
provided.

Record Keening: Meridian will keep individualized medical treatment records for
all individuals served under this Agreement. Storage and release of treatment
records shall comply with applicable State and Federal law. Records are the sole
property of Meridian. Meridian will keep all student Educational Records in
Meridian's possession confidential and exempt in keeping with the provisions of
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