HAMILTON SCHOOL
DISTRICT: .

STUDENT

. | N 2016-201 v

~ School Year

Approved by Hamilton School Board on

Amended on 10/12/2016

L




STUDENT PROGRESSION PLAN ..........coovimtcmtceitrntcoscoos oo -2-

PHASE L ottt -4 -
PHASE TL oottt -14 -
L ADMISSION oot -14 -
II. GENERAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS FOR PREKINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE 5......_ . -19-
III.  PROMOTION CRITERIA FOR KINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE S ..o -20 -
PHASE IIL....cooo ittt ettt e -28 -
I GENERAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADES 6 8 .......ccoovcco "
I. STATE AND DISTRICT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS ..o
FEIAGRE TV et e smmanssmrsmg s s e

[ REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION FROM HIGH SCHOOL
II. VIRTUAL SCHOOL... .

III. PROMOTION CRITERIA FOR GRADE NINE (9) TI—[ROUGH GRADE TWELVE (12) ........................... 59
IV. INCORPORATION OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS ... .62 -
V. SUBSTITUTION OF COURSES FOR THE NONELECTIVE COURSES REQUIRED FOR HIGH
SCHOOL GRADUATION .........coooomivmmmimnrrioiooooooooo

VL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT i
VIL. AUTHORIZED TIME FOR PROVIDING NONINSTRUCTIONAL EXTRACURRICULAR AOTIVITIES
WITHIN THE MINIMUM PERIOD OF INST RUCTION

X. DUAL CREDIT ....ooooiiiaiiiieieioeeoiooeeooo - 66 -
XI. REMEDIAL OR COMPENSATORY COURSE FOR CREDIT - 66 -
XII.  ALTERNATIVES TO STANDARD HIGH SCHOOL GRADUA -67 -
XL TRANSFER CREDITS ..o 4 -67 -
XIV. DUAL ENROLLMENT GRADES 9-12 TH COMIVI'LH‘JITY COLLEGES OR UNIVERSITIES AND

ACCELERATED GRADUATION OPTIONS .. -70 -

XV.  GRADUATION FROM EARLY ADMISSION AND ADVANCED STUDIES PROGRAMS 74

AVI. GRADUATION HONORS....oooocvrsvsviississssse Gl sl evernssees G osseereemmoesomestomsosssses e oo -74 -
XVII INTERINSTITUTIONAL ARTICULATION AGREEMENTS ............................................................. -76 -

XVIII ARTICULATED ACCELERATION MECHAN"ISMS ......................................................................... =77 -

# dividualized Education Plan (IEP)
IV Cumcujum and Instmctlon ...................................................

VI ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE GRADES PK-12. oo -87 -
VIL. PROMOTION, ASSIGNMENT AND RETENTION OF EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION STUDENTS

(ESE) FOR GRADESK=12 AND FOR STANDARD DIPLOMA ... - 90 -
VI Graduation Options 1003 428(a), (3)(a)(1), (3)(@)(2), GYB), (R)@) F.S. ..o =91 -
IX. SPECIAL DIPLOMA CREDIT ALTERNATIVES ... -95-

X.  SPECIAL CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION



STUDENT PROGRESSION PLAN

The purpose of this plan is to establish standards for student progression and procedures for
insuring the maximum achievement possible for each student. Maximum student progress is the
result of cooperative action on the part of the school board, administration, teachers, students,
parents and the community. :

The school board accepts responsibility for providing the resources to pfomote student
attainment of the competencies needed for successful living in a co ‘society. It assigns to
the instructional staff responsibility for developing a specific prog am for implementing the
standards related to these competencies. Ao o

Florida Statute 1008.25 provides: &

1. Each district school board shall establish a cdmpréﬁéﬁ_s_ﬁve::'progjram for student
progression, which shall be based upon an evaluation of each student’s performance,
including how well he masters the performance standards z'_ip_p_r_o_v_ed by the State Board.

2, The district program for student progre sSicﬁn‘Shall be based____lipbn local goals and
objectives which are compatible with the State's plan foreducation and which
supplement the performance standards approved by the State Board of Education.

3. Student promotion is'based on evaluation of each student’s achievement of the Florida
State Standards. Each year the district will review and establish standards for determining
how well each$tudent has mastered the performance standards approved by the State
Board of Education and the district. Schools will provide frequent monitoring of the
student’s progress in meeting desired levels of performance. Each student’s progression
from one grade to another is based, in part, upon proficiency in reading, writing, science,

mathematics. If a student does not achieve the required level of performance, he or

ust receive remediation’in accordance with the guidelines for an individual progress
itoring/Response to Intervention Ril plan or be retained with an intensive program
that is'different from the previous year’s program and that takes into account the
student’s learning style. The school will review and determine an appropriate alternative
placement for a student who has been retained two or more years. Parents must be

informed of their students’ progress in meeting academic standards.

4 Changed the name of this document from Pupil Progression to Student Progression Plan
and requiring more stringent student performance for promotion and greater
communication with parents regarding progress, including the publication of annual
reports in the local newspaper.

All procedures listed in this Student Progression Plan are subject to change based on action of
the Hamilton County School Board or school administration. Parents and students will be

'
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notified when such changes occur. Some individual procedures and policies in the Student
Progression Plan may vary in application at an individual district school based on the site’s
School Improvement Plan approved by the Hamilton County School Board.

District and state regulations place the responsibility for decisions regarding student placement
including promotion, retention, and special placement with the school principal. The Student
Progression Plan establishes procedures to achieve parent or guardian understanding,
cooperation, and acceptance of the student’s placement.




PHASE |

GENERAL PROCEDURES AND PROMOTION
GUIDELINES FOR ALL STUDENTS K-12

In the Hamilton County Public Schools, decisions regarding student promotion and
special placement are primarily the responsibility of professional staff members of the
individual school. However, school principals shall review such recommendations with
consideration for requirements within the Student Progression Plan. .« .

Student promotion is based on evaluation of each student’s achievement in terms of
appropriate instructional goals. Discussions shall be based on results.of progress tests,
classroom assignments, daily observations, standardized tests, state assessments, ability
to function at the next grade or course level and other objective data. No student may be
assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that constitute social
promotion. v

It is the responsibility of teachers and appropriate éuppp;t personnel to identify students
who appear unable to make satisfactory progress toward district objectives and who fail
to meet State Student Performance Standards. The School Board shall provide
opportunities to assist school staff members.in the implementation of research based
reading activities to include various forms of professional development activities.

Report card grades or notations must clearly reflect each student’s level of achievement
and parents will be notified when students are achieving below the expected level.

Report cards for all elementary, middle, and high school students will be issued at the end
of each grading period and will clearly depictand grade:

1. The student’s éq&délﬁié'pé'ffo'rfﬁénce in each class or course in grades 1-12 based
on examinations as well as written papers, class participation, and other academic

“performance criteria; .

42 The student"éf conduct and behavior; and

(%]

“The student’s attendance, including absences and tardiness

4. The student’s final report card for the year shall contain a statement indicating
end-of-year status or performance or nonperformance at grade level, acceptable or
unacceptable behavior and attendance, promotion or non-promotion. Students
shall not be exempt from academic performance requirements, such as final
exams, based on practices or policies to encourage student attendance. A
student’s attendance record may not be used in whole or in part to provide an
exemption from any academic performance requirement.



The Board recognizes the importance of a student grading system, which is clearly
identified and meaningful to students, parents, and school personnel. Grades shall be
assigned as follows:

Grade Definition Grade Scale Grade Point Value
A Outstanding Progress 90-100 4

B Above Average Progress 80-89 3

C Average Progress 70-79 2,

D Lowest Acceptable Progress 60-69 A5

F Failure 59 and below &0

I Incomplete

S Satisfactory

N Needs Improvement
U Unsatisfactory

For Kindergarten standards based report cards; fqllowifi?g’r codes shall beused:

M (the standard has been mastered by the studeﬁf’w_i_th 80% or above
proficiency) )

P (the student is progressing on :gr'ade level toward mz;;:;stéfing the standard
by the end of the school year) " L f

E  (the student is emerging on grade Ievel toward mastering the standard but
needs additional support in reaching mastery by the end of the school
year) G "

N (the student is ﬁpt pfégréSsi'hg on gfade level toward mastering the
standard by the end.of the school year)

Schools will use di_strict—adb;itég} report cards to report grades at nine-week intervals.
Grades shall be supported by records, which indicate how the teacher arrived at the
#evaluation. The evaluation of each student’s progress must be based upon the student’s
claé;‘irdom work, observations, tests, district and state assessments, and other relevant
information, '

Students who do not meet the specific district levels of performance in reading, writing,
science, and;mathematics or who do not meet the specific levels of performance on
statewide assessments as determined by the Commissioner of Education will be provided
remediation through:

1. Additional diagnostic assessments determined by the district, to identify the
nature of the student’s difficulty and areas of academic need; and



2 Parents of exceptional students shall be regularly informed about their child’s
educational progress, as regularly as parents of nondisabled children are informed
of their child’s progress.

3. Remedial and supplemental instruction resources will be allocated first to students
who are deficient in reading by the end of grade 3 and second to students who fail
to meet performance levels required for promotion consistent with the district
school board’s plan for student progression. Students not meeting grade level
expectations receive increasingly intense instruction/intervention services
implemented to support student academic proficiency. Students‘are matched to
the instruction/intervention tier based on screening, progress monitoring, and
diagnostic assessments.

All students K-12 must participate in the statewide assessment tests as required by state
law. Each student who does not meet specific levelsof performance in reading, writing,
science, and mathematics for each grade level a rding to,the following student
performance grade level guidelines, must be prévided with additional diagnostic
assessments to determine the nature of the stident’s difficulty and areas of academic
need. The areas of academic need and intervention strategies are identified through a
problem-solving/response to instruction/intervention prbce‘s__s. Multiple tiers of
increasingly intense instruction/interyention services are implemented to support student
academic proficiency. Students needi—pg-rém_edi_ation or intense instructional support will
be matched to a strategic and intensive instruction/interventions based on screening,
progress monitoring, and diagnostic assessments.

Limited English Prqf}ciegf: (LEP) studenté”__*qvho have not received ESOL services from a
certified staff member or a staff member seeking ESOL certification for at least one year
may not be retained in the student’s current grade level.

Student’s not meeting grade level expectations receive increasingly intense
instruction/intervention serviees to support student academic proficiency. Students will
receive support that identifies instruction/intervention support through a problem-
lying/response to instruction/intervention process. Multiple tiers of increasingly

in qj}:sg_instruction/intcrventions services are implemented to support student academic
prof“'iciréncy. For a student with a deficiency in reading, the support shall identify the
student’s specific area of deficiency in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
comprehension, and vocabulary. The desired level of performance and the instructional
and support services to be used with the student shall also be different from the previous
year. These®tudents will be monitored on a frequent basis to ensure progress is being
made using the outlined interventions. Each support must include the provision of
intensive remedial instruction in the areas of weakness. The support for each student
must clearly identify the specific diagnosed academic needs to be remediated, the
success-based intervention strategies to be used, identify a variety of remedial instruction
to be provided, and identify the monitoring and reevaluation activities to be employed.
Strategies to be used by the school to meet the individual needs of the student may
include but not limited to summer school (when available), dropout prevention services,




parent tutonial programs, contracted academic services, exceptional education services,
modified curriculum, reading instruction, after school instruction and other extended day
services, tutoring, mentoring, class size reduction, extended school year, and intensive
skills development programs. The school board may require low performing students to
attend remediation programs held before or after regular school hours or during summer
if transportation is provided. Remedial instruction provided during high school may not
be in lieu of English and mathematics required for graduation. Upon subsequent
evaluation if a student’s documented deficiency has not been remediated in accordance
with the academic improvement plan, the student may be retained. If the minimum
performance expectations defined by the Commissioner of Education for.the statewide
assessment tests in reading, writing, science and mathematics ar not met, ongoing
remedial or supplemental instruction will be provided until expectations are met, the
student graduates from high school, or is not subject to comipulsory school attendance.
The district school board shall assist schools and teachers toimplement research based
reading activities that have been shown to be successful in‘teaching reading to low
performing students. &

All grades shall stress a program of language’ arts, mathematics, science, social studies,
the arts, health and physical education skills with an emphasis on State Student
Performance Standards in reading, writing, science, and-'méthematics. Provisions are
made for all students to participate fiflly.in classroom instruction’and extracurricular
activities. No student will be denied rticipation because of age, sex, race, handicap,
religion, national origin, or for any other reason not related to his or her individual
capabilities. L S 4

A student enrolled in.any grade level K-1 2 shall enroll in a combination of instructional
programs for at least one (1) FTE of funded instruction. Students may be exempt from
this provision with approval of the Superintendent or their designee if it is in the best
interest of the Stude‘rit_’s-edU'i:aﬁonal--prog'ram.

Students shallji_b'e enrolled on'a full time basis. Any exception shall be justified on the
basis of medical or personal hardship and must be approved by the Superintendent or
their designee. 4

The'Sgp,erintendent shall be responsible for preparation and annual updating of plans and
procedu‘rés'_to implement an instructional program, which promotes mastery of State
Student Performance Standards in language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, the
arts, health and physical education, and foreign language. The Student Progression Plan
will provide‘assurance that all students within the Hamilton County Public Schools who
have not demonstrated proficiency of performance standards in reading, writing, science,
and mathematics shall receive appropriate instruction and that all students who receive a
diploma shall have met and or exceed all the requirements mandated by the state of
Florida and by the School Board. Proficiency and promotion shall be demonstrated by
being promoted to the next grade upon recommendation of the placement committee, by
passing the course in which standards are included, or by meeting course requirements



for graduation. Teachers are responsible for assessing proficiency as part of the regular
course teaching activities.

1. Students will be provided access to enroll in courses available through the Florida
Virtual School and award credit for successful completion of such courses.
Access shall be available to students during or after the normal school day and
through summer school enrollment.

Student progress from one grade to another is partially based on proficiency in reading,
writing, science, and mathematics. The district’s eomprehensrve prooram for student
progression uses assessment data (universal screening and ongoifg progress monitoring)
to evaluate the effectiveness of instruction, identify students ng more intensive
instruction support, and monitor the student’s response to j plemented
instruction/interventions.

The district school board must annually report to th parent of each student the progress
of the student towards achieving state and dis xpectations for proficiency in reading,
writing, science and mathematics, including the s dent’s results on each statewide
assessment test. The evaluation of each student’s progress must be based on the student’s
classroom work, observations, test, dlstrlct and state assessments, and other relevant
information. Progress reporting mustbe pr0v1ded to the parent in a format adopted by
the school board. o .

The Hamilton School District is commltted to the 1mplementat1 on of the Multi System of
Support (MTSS) framework including Response to Intervention (RtI) and Positive
Behavior Supports (PBS) to integrate/align efforts to improve educational outcomes and
meet the academic/behavioral needs of all students. The district will provide high quality
instruction/inter on matched to student needs and use learning rate and level of
performance to inform instructional decisions — including decisions regarding promotion,
acceleration, retention, and remediation. Response to Instruction/Intervention is “data-
ision making” process applied to education. A four-step problem-solving
‘and the systematic use of data- at the district, school, grade, class, and individual
will guide decisions about the allocation of resources and intensity of
ruction/interventions needed to improve learning and/or behavior. Response to
Intervermon Rl is the practice of provrdmg instruction and intervention matched to all
student academic and behavioral needs using learning rate and over time and level of
performance. Response to Intervention Rtl uses a collaborative problem solving
approach to make important educational decisions for all students in all tiers. It is a
general education process and no one tier represents special education. Response to
Intervention Rtl is composed of three tiers:

Tier 1: Core Curriculum: All students, including students who require curricular
enhancements for acceleration.

Tier 2: Strategic Interventions; Students who need more support in addition to the core
curriculum.



Tier 3. Comprehensive and Intensive: Students who need individualized interventions.

Individual Progress Monitoring/Response to Intervention Plan Rt

An individual progress monitoring/RtI plan developed at the school where the student is
enrolled, in consultation with the parent, is required for any student whose performance
in reading, writing, science, and/or mathematics is a level 1 based on the most recent FSA
scores. The individual progress monitoring/RtI plan is to include the following:

1.

Indicators of the student’s proficiency, which may include teacher assessments,
norm-referenced data, statewide assessments, and diagnostic assessments.

Remediation options may include strategies withi the regulé%‘él_ég,s, tutorial
support, home strategies, intensive courses, or t appropriate strategies.

If the student has been identified as haying'a deﬁciéncy in reading, the individual
progress monitoring/RtI plan must idéntifyithe student’s specific areas of
deficiency in phonemic awareness, phonic, fluency, comprehension, and
vocabulary. The desired levels of performance in the needed areas are to be
identified and the instructionalisupports to be provided-are to also be listed in the
plan. i, v

Students with individual plans (such as TEP’s; ELL plans, or 504 plans) may have their
remediation plan included in their existing individual’plan. If a student’s documented
deficiency has not been successfully remediated, the student may be retained. If the
minimum performance expectations are not met, remedial or supplemental instruction
must be provided until expectations are met, the student graduates from high school, or
the student is no longer subject to compulsory attendance.

Reporting Procedures

The district WIll report Tainnually to the parents or guardians of each student the

. student’s progress toward achieving state and district expectations for proficiency
“_in reading, writing, and mathematics and the student’s results on each statewide
assessment test. Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year, the parent of any

student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading will be notified in writing
that his or her child has been identified as having a substantial deficiency in
readifig. The notice will also include the proposed supplemental instructional
services and supports and the current services being used with the student. A
description of the proposed supplemental instructional services that will be
provided to the child that are designated to remediate the area of reading
deficiency will also be included. The parent notice will include a notice that if the
student’s deficiency is not remediated by the end of grade 3, the child will be
retained unless he or she meets on of the good cause exemptions. Parents will be
sent a list of strategies to use in helping their child reach reading proficiency and
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that the Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) is not the sole determiner of
promotion. Additional evaluations, assessments, and portfolio review may be
used to determine if the student is reading at or above grade level. A copy of the
districts mid-year promotion policy including specific criteria will also be
included in this notice.

Progress reports will be issued at mid-term of each grading period. Grade reports
will be issued at the end of the grading period for each subject on a student’s
schedule. These will serve as notice of student performance in each subject area.
Additionally, these reports shall serve as notification to the parent or guardian of
each student in grades 9-12 who has a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of
less than 0.5 above the cumulative GPA required forg gr&du&;ipn that the student is
at risk of not meeting the requirements for graduation. These notices shall contain
an explanation of the policies the district has in place to assist the student in
meeting the GPA requirement. Parents shall ¢éntact the school for a conference in
the event of unsatisfactory grades. Standards based report cards aligned to the
Florida Standards will be used in grades Kindergarten to report to parents student
progress toward meeting end of year mastery of each benchmark and standard.

Before a student graduates from high school, the school shall access the student’s
preparation to enter the workfgree and provide the student and the student’s
parent with the results of the assessment. The FSA can serve as the assessment to
meet this requirement. T S
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Parents shall be notified in writing at least by‘the beginning of the final grading
period if it is apparent that the student may be retained. The opportunity for a

conference with the teacher(s) or principal must be provided the parents of any
child who may be retained.

Parents will be informed at the nﬁd-point of each nine (9) weeks grading period

.concerning the academic progress of the student in each subject area. Progress

reporting must be provided to the parent in writing in a format adopted by the
district school board. ¢

: The final decision concerning placement of students rests with the principal. The

déqision regarding retention or promotion of a student must be made at the end of
the'school year. Parents may appeal the decision through appropriate
communication channels by contacting the office of the superintendent.

The district school board must report to the parent the student’s results on each
statewide assessment test.

The district school board must annually publish in the local newspaper, and report

in writing to the State Board of Education by September 1 of each year, the
following information on the prior school year:

- ]



a. The provisions of this section related to public school student progression
and the district school boards policies and procedures on student retention
and promotion;

b. By grade, the number and percentage of all students in grades 3 through
10 performing at levels 1 and 2 on the reading portion of the FSA:

g By grade, the number and percentage of all students retained in grades 3
through 10;
d. Information on the total number of students who. were promoted for good

cause, by each category, of good cause as spectﬁed in state law;

e Any revisions to the district school board’s licy on student retention and
promotion from the prior year. ' S

Attendance

Florida law states that children who are six (6) by F ebruary Ist must attend school
regularly until their 18th birthday, unless they are eligible for exemption or have been
expelled by the School Board. The pagent/guardian is respons;b}e for the student’s
attendance. e

A student who has 15 unexcused absences w1th1n 90 calendar days is a habitual truant
under state law. The student may be dealt with as a child in need of services under
Chapter 39, Florida Statutes In addition, the parent/guardian may be subject to criminal
prosecution under Chapter 232 Florida Statutes

A student between the age of 16 and 18 may file a formal declaration of intent to
terminate school enrollment and will then not be subject to compulsory school
attendance. ThlS declaratlon must be signed by the student and the parent/guardian.

Excused Absences Students must be in school unless the absence has been excused for
# one of the reasons lrsted below. It is the responsibility of each student’s parent/guardian
to explaln the student’s absence to the school in a manner satisfactory to the principal.
Reasons for excused absences include:

s Slckness injury, death in the immediate family, or some other insurmountable
condition (up to three (3) absences for illness per semester with parental note).

2. Documented appointments with health care professionals.

(8]

Documented absences for religious instruction or religious holiday.

4. Participation in an academic class or school-sponsored activity approved by the
principal.



3, Court appearances (copy of subpoena required).

For kindergarten through eighth grade only, absences due to other individual
circumstances may be excused by the principal. All other absences are considered
unexcused.

High school students who exceed a certain number of absences may be unable to receive
credit. Please check with the administration of the high school for specific information.

ACCEL (Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning) —

ACCEL are educational options that provide academically-;éghallen:ging curriculum or
accelerated instruction to eligible public school students.in 'é‘gades K ~12iin the state of
Florida. Each school is required to offer, at a minimum, specific ACCEL options which
may include whole grade or midyear promotion, subject-matter acceleration that may
result in a student attending a different schoo rtual instruction in higher grade level
subjects, or options that are appropriate for the student to successfully complete an
academically challenging curriculum. Parents, teachers, guidance counselors, or
administration may request a referral to determine eligibility of a student to participate in

ACCEL options. School Principals ;éfgdlthe School District willwork together to develop
eligibility requirements using the con: ';;=;§Iér_a_ti_ons contained 1n the state statute (FS
1002.3105) requiring this program. If @ student participates in an ACCEL option based
on a parent request, a performance conf’ré_t_ct_ must be developed by the student, parent, and
the principal to require compliance in areas such as minimum student attendance
requirements, minimum Stiid_ent conduct requirements, and requirements to participate in
activities related to the ACCEL option selected: A performance contract is not required
if the student’sparticipation in the ACCEL option is initiated by the principal but the
student’s parent must be notified of the'placement. A student’s principal should be
contacted for more information on the ACCEL options available to Hamilton School

Districtstudents.
Vlrtual Education K_ 12 —

As stipulated by the Florida K — 20 Education Code, parents or guardians have the right
to choose online (virtual) education options for their children (1002.20 (6), FS). The
School Board shall provide Hamilton County Schools’ students with access to enroll in
virtual courses and award credit for successful completion of such courses. The student’s
full-time schibol may not deny access to a student choosing enrollment in an online
provider as long as the enrollment meets statutory requirements. Access may be
available to students during the regular school day. Students may not be placed in the
same course concurrently at a district school and a virtual school. There are several
online options available to Hamilton County public school students including but not
limited to:



Hamilton Virtual Instructional Program (7023): For students in grades K — 5 in
which students take courses virtually while remaining at home full time. All
students in grades K — 5 are eligible to enroll in this school. Students in this
program are still considered full time public education students and must adhere
to all state and local policies. Parents must contact the school district office to
complete paperwork for enrollment of students into the school. The Hamilton
Virtual Instructional Program follows the traditional district school calendar.

Hamilton Virtual Franchise (7004): For students in grades 6 — 12 in which
students take courses virtually while remaining at home full-time.. All students in
grades 6 -12 are eligible to enroll in this school. Students in this program are
considered full time public education students and must adhere to all state and
local policies. Parents must contact the school distriet office to.complete
paperwork for enrollment of students into the schooli, The Hfiiﬁj_lfgp Virtual
Instructional Program follows the traditional district school calendar;.Students
who complete their diploma requirements and are enrolled in the Hamilton
Virtual Franchise will receive a diploma(from the Hamilton Virtual Franchise and
not Hamilton County High School. Graduation recognition opportunities will be
decided by School Board action.




I ADMISSION

A

PHASE Il

PRE-K AND ELEMENTARY EDUCATION, PK-5

Admission to Pre-K Handicapped, Voluntary Pre-K, Pre-K Early Intervention and
Kindergarten g

Initial Enrollee

PRE-K HANDICAPPED Witk

Any child shall be eligible for admlssmn to Pre—K Handrcapped at the time
the child turns three (3) years of age and meets state criteria for an ESE
program. i ‘

VOLUNTARY PRE-K 5
Any child shall be re\;_;' ed for admrssmn to Voluntary Pre-K if the child
meets state criteria an 1as’ attamed the age of four (4) on or before
September 1 of the scheol year :

PRE-K EARLY INTERVENTION _
Any child shall be reviewed for admission to Pre-K Early Intervention if the
child'meets state criteria and has attained the age of four (4) on or before

September 1 of the school year

KINDERGARTEN

“““Any child shall be ehglble for admission to kindergarten, if the child has

attained or wrll attain the age of five (5) years on or before September 1 of
the School year (F.S. 1003.21)

‘A parent or guardran shall present the information below for all initial enrollees.
“All-information must be submitted before the child can enter school. NO waivers

of time can ‘be given for initial entry!

a.

'Proof of age evidenced by one of the following;

1. A duly attested transcript of the child's birth record filed according
to law with a public officer charged with the duty of recording
births.

2. A duly attested transcript of a certificate of baptism showing the

date of birth and place of baptism of the child, accompanied by an
affidavit sworn to by the parent.

14 -



3. An insurance policy on the child's life which has been in force for
at least two years.

4. A bona fide contemporary Bible record of the child's birth
accompanied by an affidavit sworn to by the parent.

5. A passport or certificate of arrival in the United States showing the
age of the child.
6. A transcript of record of age shown in the c_hild's school record of

at least four years prior to application, rstati:'_l'g‘the date of birth;
OR

72 If none of these evidences can be produced, an afﬁdawt of age
sworn to by the parent, ompamed by a certificate of age signed
by a public health officer orby:a public school physician, or, if
neither of these shall be available in the county, by a licensed
prachcmg physician designated by the school board, which

te that the health officer or physician has

examined the ¢ Td;'and believes that the age as stated in the

affidavit is substant1 ally correct

lmmumzatlon Record

Medlcal ev1dence of immunization for hepatitis B, poliomyelitis,
diphtheria, mumps, rubeola, rubella, pertussis, tetanus, varicella and such
‘other communicablé dlseases as may be required by the division of health.
Information.concerning current required immunizations and specific

, jdisease information can be found in the Hamilton School District Parent
Guide found on the school district website.

N Any child may be granted exemption from the immunization
~ requirements whose parent or guardian objects in writing because
~such conflicts with his religious tenets or practices or where a
competent medical authority certifies that the child should be
excused from the required immunizations for medical reasons.

2. The immunization shall not be required if the division of health
determines that the immunization is unnecessary or hazardous.

Record of physical examination within the last 12 months of the beginning
school date.
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d. Copy of social security card. School district shall request but not require
social security numbers. The purpose of collecting the social security
number is for Federal and State reporting only (Section 1008.386, F.S)

g Proof of residency (2 items from list below required)
1. utility bill (showing address)
2

rental statement (agreement) with address, home lease agreement,
mortgage document, property tax record

= notarized affidavit
4, current voter’s registration
5. current government benefits statemen dicare, disability, food

stamps, or DCF correspondence

Note: Driver’s license, personal bill oriiauto reglstratlon may only be used
upon approval of the Superintendent or des1gnee .

Transfer Students

All transfer students must present proof of age,'itﬁmunization record, a record of
physical examination, proof idency and social 'security card as outlined for
initial enrollee students. (See AUl Inmal Enrollee)

a. An in-state transfer student prev10usly enrolled in a school in the state of
Florida shall present the above informéation or have it verified from the
sending school If verified, a 30- day waiver can be given.

“transfer student prewously enrolled in a school outside the state of
Florlda shall present the above information or have it verified from the
sending sch(_)ol. If verified, a 30-day waiver can be given. If not verified,

~._no waivers can be given for birth certificate or immunizations unless the
student had been identified as homeless or migrant.

S Kindergarten-'Readiness Screen

- The statewxde kindergarten readiness screening will be administered to each
kmdergarten student in the school district within the first 30 days of each school
year. The statewide kindergarten screening assesses the readiness of each student
for kmdergarten based upon the performance standards adopted by DOE under
S.1002.67(1), F.S ., for the Voluntary Prekindergarten Program.



B. Admission to Grades 1-5

L.

Original Entry Students

Any child shall be admitted to the first grade that has attained, or will attain, the
age of six years on or before September 1 of the school year and has satisfactorily
completed kindergarten in a public or nonpublic school from which the district
school board accepts academic credit. All original entry students into the public
school system should provide the following;

a.

TN S Y

An official letter or transcript from proper school authority which shows
record of attendance, academic information, and grade placement of the
student; £

Evidence of immunization against comimunicable diseases éS_’__re_quired in
Section 1003.22, F.S; F G

Evidence of date of birth in accordance with Seétion 1003.21,F.S;

Evidence of a medical examination completed within the last 12 months in
accordance with Sectién.1003.22, F.S. This must be provided within 30
days of enrollment, or ‘the child-shall be excluded from school until the
requirement is met. p T

Social security card. Schg__ql district sHall request, but not require, social
security numbers. The purpose of collecting the social security number is
for. Federal and State reporting only (Section 1008.386, F.S). A copy of

theuses by the School District of a student’s social security number will
be provided to parents on an annual basis with a notice sent home via
backpack with students and with a posting on the school district website,

-Pro_of of reside.'n'cy'(.Z items from list below required)

1. utility bill (showing address)

2. | rental statement (agreement) with address, home lease agreement,
- mortgage document, property tax record
notarized affidavit
current voter’s registration
current government benefits statement (Medicare, disability, food

stamps, or DCF correspondence

Note: Driver’s license, personal bill, or auto registration may only be used
upon approval of the Superintendent or designee
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2. Transfer Students

All transfer students must present proof of age, immunization record, a record of
physical examination, and social security card as outlined for original entry
students. (See B.1. "Original Entry Students"). An in-state transfer student
previously enrolled in a school in the State of Florida shall present the above
information or have it verified from the sending school. If verified, a 30-day
waiver can be given. In addition:

a. The student should present a report card from the school of last
attendance. In the absence of a report card or progress report, the student
shall be temporarily assigned by the principal to the grade deemed to be
proper until a copy of his official record is ré'celved or proper grade
placement is otherwise determined. L

b. A transfer student previously enrolled in a school outside the State of
Florida shall present the above i ormatton or have it verified from the
sending school. If verified, a 30-day waiver can'be given. If not verified,
no waivers can be given for birth certtﬁcate or immunizations unless the
student 1s identified as homeless or mi grant

c. Any student previously. nrolled in a public school outside the State of
Florida who seeks adm ssion to school w1thm the district shall be admitted
under the same age requirements established in the state in which the
student resided prior to moving to Hathilton County, except as otherwise
provided i in these regulatlons

The placement of a student who is under age in Grades 2 through 5 will be
‘made only after enrollment followed by testing and a recommendation
from the student's teacher and the principal and a conference with the
.. parent or guardl an, wherever possible, testing shall precede actual
enrpll_ment '
L i €. A student entermg a district school from a private or non-public school
will be assigned to a grade based on placement tests, age and previous
school records Academic performance of the student after initial
_ placement will also be used to determine if additional assignment of the
" student to a different grade level is necessary to meet the current academic
" ability of the student.

2 The grade placement of any transfer student is the sole responsibility of
the principal.
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11. GENERAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS FOR PREKINDERGARTEN THROUGH

GRADE 5

A

Students enrolled in the prekindergarten program shall be engaged in a
developmentally appropriate program of active learning. Each student’s progress
will be individually assessed through teacher observation.

Students in kindergarten and grades 1-3 shall be enrolled in ‘
meet their individual needs and develop their maximum potential. The statewide
kindergarten screening must be administered to each ki arten student within
the first thirty (30) days of each school year. The statewide kindergarten
screening assesses the readiness of each student fof kindergarten:based upon the
performance standards adopted by the DOE under.S."1002.67(1), E:S... for the
Voluntary Prekindergarten Program. Basic programs in the followingareas of
learning shall be provided to these students: language arts, mathematics, art
(pending available funding), music (pefiding:available'funding), physical
education, science, social studies, computer literacy, and health education.

rogram designed to

Students in grades 4 and 5 shall be provided a programwhlch provides for the
regularly scheduled study of o,

507

1. Language Arts to incluc‘i.é-;-_readi}l'g.,'Eﬁgfiéh; greative writing, spelling, and
handwriting i, &

2, Mathematlcs

4  Social Studles to inclijde; units in the Holocaust, flag education, and

"‘Afdpgn-Améﬁcan history

by 5. Computer lité{rﬁacy

"6 Art (Pending available funding)

7. " Music (Pending available funding)

8. Each district school board may provide instruction in acquired immune
deficiency syndrome education as a specific area of health education. Such
instruction may include, but is not limited to, the known modes of
transmission, signs and symptoms, risk factors associated with acquired
immune deficiency syndrome, and means used to control the spread of
acquired immune deficiency syndrome. The instruction shall be
appropriate for the grade and age of the student and shall reflect current
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10.

theory, knowledge, and practice regarding acquired immune deficiency
syndrome and its prevention. 1003.42(1) F.S

Physical Education Program: The physical education program is designed
to stress physical fitness and encourage healthy, active lifestyles. The
physical education program shall consist of physical activities of at least
moderate intensity and for a duration that is sufficient to provide a
significant health benefit to students, subject to the differing abilities of
students. Instruction shall be aligned with the Florida State Standards and
shall include instruction to improve motor skills, promote.positive social
skill development and encourage cognitive as well as physical
development. Participation shall be required for all students in
kindergarten through grade five for a minimiim of 150 minutes. A waiver
of the Physical Education requirement may be initiated by the parent or
school for students who need additional instructional time in areas of
academic weakness.

Critical thinking skills and other related skills shall be taught in the
context of the subjects of mathematics, science, language arts, reading,
and social studies.

. PROMOTION CRITERIA FOR KINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE 5

A

Promotion of students is based upon an evaluation of each student’s progress as
determined by classroom work, observations, tests, district and state assessments,
and other.relevant iﬁfqrmation. The classroom teacher(s) will recommend
promotion or retention of students, subject to review and approval of the
principal. Criteriafor promotion are as follows:

P Pfdgress toward mastery of performance standards approved by the State

Board of Education for reading, writing, and mathematics.
Minimum achievement rate of 60% on district established performance
standards in reading, writing, and mathematics for each grade level,

i, inc_luding levels of performance on statewide assessments.

;;.'fS“tudents who do not meet the specific district levels of performance in

reading, writing, and mathematics or who do not meet the specific level of
performance on statewide assessments as determined by the
Commissioner of Education will be provided remediation through
additional diagnostic assessments, determined by the district, to identify
the nature of the student’s difficulty and areas of academic need.

The individual student will be provided with intensive remedial instruction
in the areas of weakness through one or more of the following activities:
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a. Implementation of programs or grade level configuration as
prescribed by the principal and school staff

b. Summer school course work

C. Extended day services

d. Parent/volunteer tutorial program

& Contracted academic services

f. Exceptional student services

g Suspension of curriculum other than reading, whtleg, and.

mathematics or any SUbJ ectiarea mclpded in statew1de testmg

Any student who has not met minimum State requ1remer1ts on state
assessments must continue remedial 1nst:ruct10n until state expectations are
met and documented 2

Students in grades K- 3 wﬂl be regularly assessed for reading proficiency
using the reading comprehensmn scores.on a district approved
standardized test or statew1de assessment If any K-3 student exhibits a
reading deficiency, the parent shall be'immediately notified of the
student’s deﬁcxency with a description and explanation, in terms

und" ‘standable to the parent, of'the exact nature of the student’s difficulty
ning and lack of achievement in reading; and shall be informed that
‘the student will be's givenintensive reading instruction until the deficiency
_is corrected. The parent notification must also include the notice that his

. orher child has a substantial deficiency in reading, a description of the

spec1ﬁc services that are provided to the child, a description of the
proposed supplemental instructional services and supports that will be
provided to the child that are designed to remediate the identified area of
reading deficiency, that if the child’s reading deficiency is not remediated
by the'end of grade 3 the child must be retained unless exempt from

. “mandatory retention for good cause, and strategies for parents to use in

" helping their child succeed in reading proficiency. The student must be
" given intensive reading instruction immediately following the
identification of the reading proficiency. The student’s reading
proficiency will be reassessed at the beginning of the grade following the
intensive reading instruction using a local assessment or teacher
observation. The student will continue to be assessed and given intensive
reading instruction until the reading deficiency is remedied.
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If a student’s reading deficiency is not remedied by the end of grade 3, as
demonstrated by scoring the equivalency of level 2 or higher on the grade
3 reading portion of the Florida Standards Assessment Test (FSA), the
student must be retained, unless exempted from mandatory retention for
good cause. Students who are retained, and students needing remediation
or intensive instructional support, will be matched to strategic and
intensive instruction/interventions based on screening, progress
monitoring, and diagnostic assessments.

The school district may exempt students in grade 3
continued deficiency in reading from mandatory,
cause. Requests for good cause exemptions fi nts from the
mandatory retention requirement shall be made con f,s’t_ent with the
following procedure. Documentation shall be submitted from the
student’s teacher to the school principal that indicates that the promotion
of the student is appropriate and is based upon the student’s academic
record. In order to minimize pa ‘rwork requirements, such.’
documentation shall consist only of the existing individual education plan,
if applicable, report card, or student portfolio. The principal shall review
and discuss the recommendation with the teacher make the determination
as to whether the studént.should be retained or promoted. If the school
principal determines that the student should be promoted, the principal
shall make such recommendation in writing to the district school
superintendent. The superintendent shall accept or reject the principal’s
recommendation in writing. The good cause exemptions are now
specified in state statute and are limited to the following:

0 demonstrate a
ntion only for good

o 5 Engli_s’ﬁ' language Iegfhérs (ELLs)/limited English proficient
. students who have'had less than two years of instruction in English
for Speakers of Other Languages program.

b students with disabilities, whose individual educational plan (IEP)
. indicates that participation in statewide assessment is not
_ appropriate, consistent with the requirements of State Board of
~ Education rule.

¢ students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on

an alternative standardized reading assessment approved by the
State Board of Education

d. students who demonstrate, through a student portfolio, that he/she
is performing at least a Level 2 on the Florida Standards
Assessment (FSA).

& students with disabilities who participate in FSA and who have an

individual educational plan or a Section 504 plan that reflects that
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they have received intensive remediation in reading for more than
two years but still demonstrate a deficiency in reading and were
previously retained in grades K, 1, 2, or 3.

Third-grade students who have received intensive remediation in
reading for two or more years but still have deficiency in reading
and were previously retained in K, grade 1, or grade 2 for a total of
two years. A student may not be retained more than once in grade
3. If promoted under this exemption, intensive reading instruction
must included specialized diagnostic information‘and specific
reading strategies.

The school district shall provide written notification to the parent
of any third grade student who is retained that his or her child has
not met requirement for promotion and the reasons the child is not
eligible for a good cause e_ggemption% The notification must comply
with the provisions of s,1002.20(14) and must includé a
description of a proposed interventions and supports that will be
provided to the child to remediate the identified areas of reading
deficiency. S

The district shall establish a Reading Enhancement and
Acceleration Déi(.eloprncnt (READ) Tnitiative in order to prevent
retention and to offer intensive accelerated reading instruction to
grade 3 or grade 3+ students who failed to meet standards for

- ‘prometion to grade 4, and to each K-3 student who is assessed as
exhibiting a reading deficiency. The READ Initiative shall: Be

##4 . provided to all K-3 students at risk of retention as identified by an

* assessment system that measures phonemic awareness, phonics,
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension; be provided during
regular.school hours in addition to the regular reading instruction;

- and use a state-identified reading curriculum that has been

- reviewed by the Florida Center for Reading Research at Florida

~ State University and meets, at a minimum, the following

. specifications: Assists students assessed as exhibiting a reading
deficiency in developing the ability to read at grade level, provides
skill development in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension, provides scientifically based and
reliable assessment, provides initial and ongoing analysis of each
student’s reading progress, is implemented during regular school
hours, and provides a curriculum in core academic subjects to
assist the student in maintaining or meeting proficiency levels for
the appropriate grade in all academic subjects.

Third grade students who are retained must be provided intensive
interventions in reading to ameliorate the specific reading

oo
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deficiency, as identified by a valid and reliable diagnostic
assessment. The intensive interventions must include: effective
instructional practices; participation in the district’s summer
reading camp; and appropriate teaching methodologies necessary
to assist those students in becoming successful readers, able to read
at or above grade level, and ready for promotion to the next grade,

The school district shall conduct a review of all retained third
grade students who did not score above Level 1 on the FSA
Reading and did not meet one of the good cause exemptions, and

shall address additional supports and serviées needed to remediate
the deficiency. A parent of a student in! ade 3 who is identified
anytime during the year as being at risk of retention may request
that the school immediately begin collecting evidence for a

portfolio. 100825(7)F.S. "

Retained third grade students must be provided with.intensive
instructional services and supportsfo remediate the identified area
of reading deficiency including a minimum of 90 minutes of daily,
uninterrupted, scientifically research-based reading instruction and
other strategié;s;iwhich may include, but are not limited to small
group instmcti'@n;--rédl__l_c‘gd_,_.tcacher—stg;dént ratios; more frequent
progress monitoring; tutoring or. mentoring; transition classes
containing 3" and 4" grade students; extended school day, week,
or year; and/or summer reading camps.

A policy for the mid year promotion of any retained third grade
., student who can demonstrate that he or she is a successful and
“ independent reader, reading at or above grade level, and is ready
for promotion to grade 4 shall be established. Reevaluating any
_ retained third grade student may include subsequent assessments,
;-_;_altem'altiye' assessments, and portfolio reviews in accordance with

- tules of the State Board of Education. Students promoted during

_ the school year after November 1 must demonstrate mastery of

 reading skills consistent with the month of promotion to fourth

- grade as presented in the scope and sequence of the school
district’s core reading program. To promote a student mid-year
using a student portfolio, there must be evidence of the student’s
mastery of third grade Florida State Standards for language arts
and beginning mastery of the benchmarks for fourth grade. To
promote a student mid-year using a locally selected standardized
assessment, there must be evidence that the student scored at or
above grade level in reading comprehension as demonstrated by
standard scores or percentiles consistent with the month of
promotion. Districts shall provide retained third grade students a



high-performing teacher as determined by student performance
data and above-satisfactory performance appraisals.

Mid Year Promotion of Retained Third Graders

A student who is retained in third grade due to a reading
deficiency, as required by Florida Statute 1008.25 (5) (b), may be
promoted prior to the end of the first semester if he or she can
demonstrate that:

T He or she is a successful and independent reader as
demonstrated by reading at or above grade level,

2, Has progressed sufficiently {o.master éffijj:ifbpriate fourth
grade reading skills, and~ -

3. Has met all othey; _éq_ui.remerﬁsi outlined in the'district
student progres‘gion pIa.n AN

Standards that provide a reasonable expectation that the student
has met requiréments of subparagraphs'‘A<C of this policy include
the mastery of reading skills, consi stept with the month of
promotion to fourth grade, as presented in the scope and sequence
of the district’s core reading program. Evidence of mastery
includes the following;

-, Successful completion of portfolio elements (tobemsed in
~ conjunction with other indicators of the student’s reading
":"levél),f_f(')l"ﬁ;_ 4
2 Gy Satisfactory performance on a locally-selected standardized

. assessment.

-:__",The school district shall, in addition to required reading

- enhancement and accelerated strategies, provide parents of a

- student to be retained at least one of the following instructional
options: supplemental tutoring in research-based reading services;
supplemental tutoring in scientifically research based reading
services in addition to the regular reading block, a “Read at Home”
plan outlined in a parental contract, including participation in
“Families Building Better Readers Workshops” and regular parent-
guided home reading; and/or a mentor or tutor with specialized
reading training.

The district shall establish at each applicable school an Intensive
Acceleration Class (TAC) provided to any student in grade 3 who
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12.

scored at Level 1 on the reading portion of the FSA and who was
retained in grade 3 in the prior year. The IAC must: have a
reduced teacher-student ratio; provide uninterrupted reading
instruction for the majority of student contact time each day and
incorporate opportunities to master the grade 4 current state
approved standards in other core subject areas; use a reading
program that is scientifically research-based and has proven results
in accelerating student reading achievement within the same school
year; provide research-based intensive language and vocabulary
instruction using a scientifically research based program including
use of a speech language therapist, and weekly progress
monitoring measures to ensure progress isbeing made. The
district shall report to the Department of Education, in the manner
described by the department, the progress of students in the class at
the end of the first semester. " ;

0. Retained third grade studénts who have received intensive
instructional services but are still not ready for grade promotion
must be offered the option of being placed in a transitional
instructional setting. Such a setting shall specifically be designed
to produce learfiing gains sufficient to meét grade 4 performance

standards while continuing to remediate the areas of reading
deficiency. p Ty

p. Student progressidi;l_;decisions'ﬁonsider the student’s response to
. evidence-based instruction/interventions implemented with
- fidelity.

A student in'grades other than the third grade may be exempted from
retention by. the Superintendent for good cause based on a
.. recommendation from the student’s principal. This exemption may

include provisions for ESE, ESOL, prior retention, or other good cause.
No sﬁ;Jd_ent méy spend more than six (6) years in grades K-3. Any student
who has been retained for two or more years shall receive an appropriate
alternative placement for the purpose of offering an accelerated

* “cufriculum and alternate learning strategies.

# The school district shall report to the State Board of Education, as

requested, on the specific intensive reading interventions and supports
implemented at the school district level. The Commissioner of Education
shall annually prescribe the required components of requested reports.

No student may be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other
factors that constitute social promotion.
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Promotion Standards for kindergarten through grade two (2) shall include mastery
of the current state approved standards at a level for successful entry to the next
grade level as determined by the student’s teacher and principal. Promotion
Standards for grade three (3) through grade five (5) shall include passing grades
in subjects to include reading/language arts and mathematics. The
reading/language arts requirement shall be determined by an average of all
reading and language arts courses taken by a student. The final decision on
promotion or retention of a student is the responsibility of the Principal based on
the review of all relevant information.




l.

PHASE Il
MIDDLE GRADES EDUCATION, 6 - 8

GENERAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADES 6 - 8

A

Students in grades 6, 7, and 8 shall receive instruction as folllo'ws:‘

L.

2.

Three years in mathematics
Three years in language arts which shall be deﬁned to mclude experiences
in reading, English, creative wrltmg, spelling, and handwnnng P

Three years in science which sha ,__'mclude a comprehensive, study in
general, physical, life, and earth s sc1ence to be taught in equal increments
of each over a three year period

Three years in social $tudies shall include the study of Civics, World
History, and World _,,l_graphv as well as umts of study in the Holocaust,
African-American hi story and ﬂao educatlon

Computer literacy, CrlthEll thmkmg sklIls and other related skills shall be
taught ini the context of the academic subJ ects specified in subparagraphs
1-4 of this section. A semester course in career education must be

_L_successfully completed by a student in grades 6, 7 or 8.

The mlddle _grades career and education planning course must include the
““following: = =

o Be Internét-based, easy to use and customizable to each student;

o Include research-based assessments to assist students in determining
educational career options and goals;

¥ o Resultin a completed personalized academic and career plan for the

student;
o Emphasize the importance of entrepreneurship skills;

o Emphasize technology or the application of technology in career
fields; and



o Include information from the Department of Economic Opportunity’s
economic security report as described in s. 445.07, F.S.

6. Physical education: Physical education will be offered for one semester
with health offered the other semester. Any variation from this plan
requires the approval from the Superintendent of Schools. All grade 7 and
8 students will be expected to participate in physical education activities to
meet state standards and program outcomes. Physical education teachers
will work cooperatively with parents, physicians; gundance counselors,
and administrators to design/adapt physical actmues to meet the needs of
all students.

7 A minimum of thirty (30) mstruc‘uonal hours at each grade level in

comprehensive health education to'include alcohol, substance abuse
prevention, and HIV/AIDS preVentlon :

High School Credit Courses in Middle Schools When a sufficient number of
middle school students have. successfully completed the final available middle
school course of a subject area and have met the requirements for entrance to a
high school course, the pr1n01pal at'the site may determine that such a course will
be taught with the approval of the Supenntendem or Superintendent’s designee.

L. High scheol credit in mlddle school wﬂl be awarded for Algebra I and
Geometry or other courses approved by the Superintendent or designee.
Students must take and pass the EOC in order to be awarded HS credit for

ﬂthese courses -

2 Students w111 be screened to determine readiness for Algebra in middle

- ischool using an appropriate assessment and district-set criteria. Seventh
grade students who score a level 3 or above on the FSA mathematics
assessment will be scheduled for Al gebra I during the student’s eighth
grade year

ot

=», High school credit courses will apply to the student’s promotion
req'uirements in middle school.

Students in grades 6, 7, and 8 shall be provided experiences which may be
selected from, but not limited to, the following: art, music, foreign languages,

exploratory vocational education, computer literacy, technology education, and
health.

Courses of study for grades K-8 in the subjects of language arts, mathematics,
social studies, science, foreign language and computer literacy shall promote
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1.

mastery of the currently adopted state standards and curriculum frameworks
developed by the Florida Department of Education.

STATE AND DISTRICT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

A

Each student must participate in the statewide assessment tests at the designated
level, except as otherwise prescribed by the Commissioner of Education. Each
student who does not meet specific levels of performance in reading, writing,
science, and mathematics must be provided with additional‘diagriostic
assessments to determine the nature of the student’s dlfﬁculty and academic
needs. % i

The purpose of the Middle School Reform Act is to pr0v1de added focus and rigor
to academics in the middle grades so that students promoted from the erghth
grade will be ready for success in hi gh school
Each student’s progression from one grade to another must be determined, in part,
based on proficiency; and each student and his or her parent or guardian must be

informed of the student’s academlc progress in these areas.

Students who do not meet specrﬁc dlstnct levels of performance in reading,
writing, and mathematics or who, do not meet the Specific levels of performance
on statewide assessments may be prowded remed1at1 on through:

L addmonal dlagnostlc assessments determined by each school, to identify
the nature of the student’s dlfﬁculty and areas of academic need, and

2. 1mplementat10n of an mdtvrdual progress monitoring/MTSS plan
+developed in consultation with a parent or guardian that is designated to
~ " “assist the student inmeeting state and district expectations of proficiency.
Each sohool has a plan to accomplish these mandates.

=5 As of September 20]6 Florida Statutes 1003.4156(1)(a)3 and 1008.22(3)(c)2.b
' —_changed to reflect that there is no longer a requirement for students to obtain a

passing score on the Civics EOD to be promoted to the 9" grade. However, the
C1v1cs EOC will count as 30 percent of the student’s final course grade.

A misddle school student must pass the Algebra I End Of Course (EOC)
assessment in order to earn high school credit for the course. If the Algebra 1
EOC is not passed but the student receives a passing grade in the course, the
course will meet one of mathematics requirements for middle grades promotion.

In order to be promoted to high school a middle grades student must successfully
complete (pass with a 60 or above) academic courses as follows:
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L. Three middle school or higher courses in English. These courses shall
emphasize literature, composition and technical text.

2. Three middle school or higher courses in mathematics. Middle school
students must be offered at least one high-school-level mathematics course
for which students may earn high school credit.

3. Three middle school or higher courses in social studies, one semester of
which must include the study of state and federal government and civics
education. G

4. Three middle school or higher courses in scie_n_.cé.'f b,

3. One course in career and education planning to be completed during the
6" 7" or 8" grade. The course must ificlude educational planning using
My Career Shines to develop an electronic personalized academic and
career plan. : 4

Refer to the Exceptional Student Educatio:h"'Sé'c_tion for students with
disabilities. 7 S,

For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 on FSA Reading, the student
must be enrolled in and complete an intensive reading course the following year,
Placement of Level 2 readers in eitheran intensive reading course or content area
course in which reading strategie'sxa‘r'e delivered shall be determined by diagnosis

of reading needs.

For each'year in which a student scores at Level 1 or Level 2 on FSA
Mathematics, the student may receive remediation the following year, which may
be integrated into the student's required mathematics course.

Students ﬁ%ho__do not meet promotion requirements will be provided the
opportunity {o participate in the development of an Academic Instructional Plan
. (AIP). The plan provides academic assistance through the use of the AIP:

1.+ theindividual student’s academic needs

2. " “the'student’s attendance

3. the student’s performance on district administered assessment instruments.
4. ¢ the parental involvement

Mid-year promotion will be permitted within the middle grade levels upon review
of the student’s school records to include state assessment results and attainment
of satisfactory grades in courses needed for promotion to the 9™ grade.

The Florida Board of Education has adopted Florida State Standards in Language
Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, the Arts, Health, Physical Education and



Foreign Languages. Instruction is appropriate to expectations for the grade level
of the student. Appropriate assessments will be used. The Hamilton County
School Board has established 60% as its standard for mastery for all courses.
Teacher observation, classroom assignments, examinations or other appropriate
(specified) method may be used to assess student mastery of a course.

An individual progress monitoring/Response to Intervention (RtI) plan, developed
at the school where the student is enrolled, in consultation with the parent, is
required for any student whose performance in reading, writing, science, and/or
mathematics is a Level I on the FSA. An individual progress=""-
monitoring/Response to Intervention Rtl plan is to includé

1. Indicators of the student’s proficiency whic : ay i’hc,_l‘ud_e_ teacher
assessments, norm-referenced data, statewide,assessments; and diagnostic
assessments. G A P

2, Remediation options may include strategies within the regular class,
tutorial support, home strategies;lintensive courses or other appropriate
strategies. T g,

3. If the student has been identified as having a deficiency in reading, the

individual progress monitoring/MTSS plan must identify:

a. The student’s specific areas of deficiency in phonemic awareness,
phonics, ﬂuency,f_pomp_fgheQSion,:__anfi vocabulary.

b. The desired levels of performahce in this area,
* The instructional and support services to be provided students with

. individual plans (such as IEP’s, ELL Plans, 504 Plans) may have
- fﬂlgir:’rérn,edi_éﬁcn: plan included in their existing individual plan.




PHASE IV
HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION, 9 - 12

l. REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION FROM HIGH SCHOOL

A. No student may be issued a regular diploma who has not met the requirements for
graduation as herein prescribed.

1. Age - No student twenty (20) years of age or older may be allowed to enroll or
re-enroll as a student in the Hamilton County School District. (Exception: a
student with a disability with an active IEP or existing Exceptional Education
student will be regulated by existing laws and regtlations.). A student already
enrolled in the Hamilton County School Dist may turn twenty (20) years of
age during the semester and will be allowed to*finish the semester in which
s/he is enrolled. However, once the senféster is complete, the student will be
involuntarily withdrawn and recommended to the Adult Education Program.

Exception: A student that turns twenty years of age in the fall semester and is
scheduled to graduate the following spring semester may continue provided the
student is in good standing (grades/di scipline/attendance) and on track to graduate
that spring. e b 4

2. Discipline - The principal and/or designee may deny enrollment based on
previous discipline history. The principal‘and/or designee will review the
reasons for feturmi given by the student and family. If the student is allowed to
enroll, the principal will make the final recommendation based on the
following requirements: 1) the student is on track to graduate on time and has
a probable chance of graduating within the academic year, 2) an agreement
between the school and student concerning attendance, behavior and academic

+© and school performance is agreed upon. If the principal does not agree to the
coridiﬁ_ons or the student does not meet the criteria, the school has the option
to enroll the student in the Alternative School if available, community
instruction, or recommend the Adult Education Program.

“3. “For graduation requirements please refer to the link listed below:

www.fldoe.org/acade.. mics/graduation-requirements




Students Entering Grade Nine in the 2013-2014 School Year
Academic Advisement Flyer-What Students and Parents Need to Know

What are the diploma options?

Students must successfully complete ane of the falfowing
diploma options:

*  Zégredit standard diploms

18-credit Avademically Challenging Curriculum to
Erhance Learning {ACCEL) optian

Advanced internatianat Cer.s.i:.ate of Education (AICE}
curriclum

*  international Baccalsureate (i) Diplome curdeulum

What are the state assessment requiremants?

Stucents must pass the following statewide assessments:
Grace 10 ELA (or ACT/SAT concordant score)

Algehira | end-of-course (EQC) and the results constituta
thiny percent of the final course grade* or a COMEargtiver
seove on the Postsecondary Education Readiness Tes:
(RERT)

Students must participate in the EOC assessrments, and the
resuits constitute 30 percent of the final course grade®. Thase
aasessments ara in the following subjects:

Geometry = Biology |

WS, History Algenrs i (1 enrolisg)

*Special Note: Thirty percent not epplicable if not enralled in
the course but passed the FOC.

What is the credit acceleration program (CAP)?

Tiis program allows a student 16 sarn bhigh schoal credit i
the swudent passes an advanced placement (AF) examination,
a College Level Examination Program {CLEP) ar & statewide
course assassment withaut enraliment in the courss, The
courses include the folfowing subjects:

= Algebral = Biology!
*  Gaometry *  Algebra il
= WS, History

What are the graduation requirements for students
with disabllitias?

Two aptions are available only to students with disabilities,
Both require the 24 credits listed in the tabie and both liow
students o substitute 3 career a0d technicat (CTE)

course with related content for one credit in ELA IV,
miathematics, science and sosisl stwdies lencluding Algebra |,
Geomeuy, Bialogy | and U.S. History.

Students with significant cognitive disabifitias may eam
credits via access courses and be zssessad via an
alternate assessment,

Students who choose the academic and employment
option must earn at Jeast .5 credit via paid employment.

Cerizin students may earn a specizl dinloma,

What are the requirements for the 24-cradit
standard diploma optien?

& Credits English Language Arts (ELA)

ELAY H, 1LV
ELA honars, AP, AICE, Ik and dual enrollmant
_ Coufses may satisfy this reAQu:-ement

4 Credits Mathematics

=

Ore of which must be Algebra | and one of which
must be Gaomestry,

Incustry certilications that lead to coiege credit may
substitite for up to two matheratics cradits

{except for Algebra | and Geametry).

3 Credits Science

Gne of which must be Biclogy |, two of which rust
be equally rigorous science courses.

Two of the three reguired redits must have &
laborateny component

Anindusty certification that leads 1o college credit
substitutas for up 1o one science credit lexcept for
Biology ).

A identified rigarous computer scisnce course with
a related industry certfization substitutes for up to
one sciencs credit {except for Biolegy 1),

a

~ 3 Credits Social Studies

'3 credit | in Worfcf History
1 cradit in LS, History
.5. Cfr':di{ LR ERS Gmfemmem

To include the mzeg;a:mn

! Special Mo Eligible courses and eligible course
substitutions are spediied in the Fiarida Course Cade
Directory at ki vfesn fldne, argfpulicy/articulation/ced.,

8§ Elective Credits

1 Online Course

it

Students must eam a 2.0 grade point average ona 4.0
seale.

A S iy e e




What are the requirements for standard diploma What are the public postsecondary options?
designations?

e comrz e

 State University System

Scholar Diploma Designation

In addition to meeting the 24-credit standarnd high
schoal dinloma reguirements, a student must Admission inte Florida's public universities is competitive,
’ Praspectve students should complete a rgorous
cusvicttum in bigh schowo! and apply 1o more than one
university to increase thelr chance for acceptance. To
qualify to-enter ong of Florida's public universities, 2 first-

< Eam 1 credit in Algebra i)
»  Earn 1 creditin statistics or an egually vigorous i
mathematics course;

*  Passthe Biology i EOC: time-in-college student must meet the foliowing
*  Eam 1 creditin chemistry or physics; minETLn reguirements:
«  Eam 1 creditin g coutse equally rigorous to

chemistry or physics; = High school graduation with a standard diploma
+ Pags the 1.5, History EOC: v Admissios test scores
= Eam 2 credits in the same word lapguage; and | * 16 credis of approved tollege preparatory academic
= Earn ot least 1 creditin AP, 18, AICE or b cusi Couses

sdirelpant BeEirE, i i 4 Enghsh {3 with substantial writing)

{ * 4 Mathematics (Algebra | leve! and above)

A student is exempt from the Biology | or LS. Histary » 3 Natwral Science {2 with substaatial lab)
assassment i the student is enrolied in an AP 16 or * 1 Secial Scence
AICE Biology 1 ar U5, History course and the studant * 2 Wodd Language [ssquantial, in the same
»  Takes the respective AP, [B or AICE assessment; fanguags?

and *  2acproved electives

o ; : . tbog e
*  Eams the minimum seore 1o earm coliege credit. R

Merit Diploma Dasignation

i Mee} e wtandors high scheok digim The 28 s1a1e collegss offer carear-related cerificstes and
reguiremnents 2 7 .

= Attain one or mare industry certifications from the e "':“ar e that prepare students o

' fist estabiished {per section 1003.492, Florida !mm‘«?f e b?fhelz..)i &iaguss proghin o lotemer,:r:-us

Statutes [F.S ] recnairing specihic skilis, Many also offer baccalaureate

e e S S T

e i  degrees in high-demand flelds. Florids College System
instiutions have an open door policy. This means that
Can a student who selacts the 24-cradit students who have earmed a standard high school
program graduate early? diploma, have samed & high school equivalency diplema

ar have demonstiated success in posteecondary
coursework witl be acdimitted to an associate degree
program.

B fiveny 24,

Yes, a student who completes all the 24-credit program
requirements for a standard diploma may graduate n fewear
than eight semaesters.

SFTeInfingE st

What I3 the distinction between the 18-cradit L' Career and Technical Centers =
ACCEL option and the 24-credit option? e A M)

Florida also offers students 48 accredited carser and
technica! centers throughout the state, which provide the
adusation and certification recessary to work In &
particular caresr of techrica! field, Programs are flexible
All uther gracuation requirements for 8 24 -credit standard for students and provide industry-specdic education and
diploma must be met [per s. 1003.4282(3)a)-1a), F.5.). | iraining for & wide variety of occupations.

* 3 glective credits instead of 8
» Physical educstion is not required
* Qniing course is not raguired

o~

oo

Where is information on Bright Futures
Scholarships located?

e
s

The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program rewards Whaere is Information on financial ald located?

students for their academic achievements during high The Gffice of Student Financial Assistance State Programs
schoc! by providing funding to sttend a postsecondary adminisiens & varisty of posisecondary educational state-funded

institution in Florida, For more information, visit grants and schaolarships, Ta leam more, visit
htep:/fwwew Sloridastudentfinancialaid org/SSEAT B Butpf e

ardasugentinandalzidng’.




Students Entering Grade Nme in the 2014~20?5 Schooi Yeu
Academic Adwsoment Flyer—-What Studonts and Par-nts Need_tn Kn W

What are the diploma aptions?

Students must successfully complete one of the following

diploma options:

* 2decreoit srandard diploma

¥ 8-credit Academically Challenging Currleuium to
Enhance Learning (ACCEL) option

*  Advanced Intemational Certificata of Education IACE
currigutum

*  Intarnational Bacealausaates (18} Diploray surriculum

What are the state assessment requirements?

Students must pass the foliowing statewide assessmeants:

*  Grade 10 ELA (or ACT/SAT concardant seode]

= Algebra | end-of-zourse BOC) and tha results const tLite
thirty percent of the fins] course grade® or s comparative
score on the Postsecondary Education Readiness Test
{PERT)

Slurfents must participale in the EOC assessments, and the
results constitste 30 percant of the final course grade, These
assessments are in tha following subjests:

*  Biology! « U5 History

*  Geometry = Algebra [Hif envolied)

*Special Note: Thisty percent naz applicable if not encolled in
the course but passed the EOC,

What is the credit acceleration program (CAP)?

This prograrm allows a student o earn high schaol cradit if
the student passes an advanced placemant (AR
examinaticn, a Collage Level Examination Program (CLEF)
or a statewide course assessment without enraliment in the
course, The courses include the foliowing subjects:

*  Algebral = Biologyl

*  Goometry « Algebrall

*  LLS. Histosy

What are the graduation raquirements for students
with disabilities?

Two options are available enly to students with disabilities. Bath
require the 24 credits listed in the table and bath allow studeats
1o substilute a eareer and technical [CTE) course with refated
content for ore credit in ELA IV, mathermatics, science and
social studies {excluding Algebra |, Geomat try, Biotegy f ang
U 5. History).
Students with significant cognitive dissbilities may earn
credits via acesss courses and be assessed via an altemate
assgssment,
*  Students who choose the scademic and employmant
opticn must earn at least .5 credit via paid empioyment.

What are the requirements for the 24-credit
standard diploma option?

4 Credits Englmh ngu-gq Arts (ELA}
(e ELAL W ULV

i ¢ ELA honors, AP, AICE, 1B and dusl enrollment
courses may salisfy this raguiremant,

4 Credits Mathematics

& {excent

*  One of which must ba Algebra | and ore of which
must be Geametry,

©  industy cernfications that leed 16 college credit My
substtute for up 1o wo mathematics eredits

for Algebra tand Geameuy).

3 Credits Sciance

«  One of which must be Biology |, twa of which must

be equally figorous science courses.

Tem of the tyes required credita must have a

labomtony component.

A industry certification that leads Lo college cradi

substtutes far up 1o ene seience cradi (except for

Biology B,

*  Anidentified rigorous comoter science course with
8 refated industry centification substitutes for up to

b

3 Credits Social Studies

: 1 eredit

T credit i World Histery

w415, History

3 eredit in US, Governament

-5 eredit in Economics with Finaneial Lieracy

;1 Credit Fino and Performing Arts, Speech and

_Debate, or Practical Arts’

1 Credit Physical Edueation’

' To incluce the integration of health

! Diractory 21

T Specisl Note: Eligible courses and efigible course
substitutions are specified in the Fiorda Course Code

hrtpifese flides ey/aticulationfeod,

Sl

Lo

O

8 Eiectwe Crodlts Rt
1 Online ¢ Course

scate,

;’L
iStudents must earm a 2.0 grade point average un a 4.0

-36-
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What ara the requirements for standard diploma
designations?

o et T

= Scho'la'r'D!plémﬁlgnitlan

{

In addition Lo meeting the 24-credit standard high
school diploma recuiraments, a studant must

*  Eam 1 ereditin Algebrs I (must puss EOCK
«  Pass the Geamalry EOC;
*  Eam 1 creditin statistics or an equally rigorous
mathematica course;
» Pass the Biology | EQC;
= Earn t creditin chemisty or physics;
«  Eam | credit in a course equally rigorous o
chemistry or physics;
s Pasg the U.S. History EOC;
* Eem Z credits in the same world language: and
v Eam atleast 1 credit in AP, 18, AICE or a digal
anrofiment course.

A studfant is exernpt from the Blology | ar U5, History
assassment i the student s enrofied in an AP, 1B or
AICE Biology | or U.S. Histery course and the student

= Takes the respective AP, 8 or AICE sssessment:

and
® __Eams the minimum score to eamn college credit
{ o Merit Diploma Designation
= Meatthe 5[arxdard‘hfgh schoo! dipioma T
raquiremnents

= Attain one or more industry certifications fram the

list established {per section 1003.492, Flarida

Sratutes [F.S.]).
sindiataiansnda

e S s B

Can a student who selects the 24-credit program
graduate early?

Yes, 2 student who completes all the 24-crevit program
requirements for a standard dipioma may graduste in Tewer
than eight semesters.

What Is the distinction betwesn the 18-credit
ACCEL option and the 24-credit optian?

* 3 elective credits insteact of 8
* Physica! Education is not recuired
* Orline course is not required

Alt other graduation requirements for 3 24-credit standard
diploma must be met {per s, 1002.4282(3)(a}-{e}, F.3.),

Where is information on Bright Futures
Scholarships located?

The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Pragram rewarcs
stucents for thelr scademic achievements during high
school by providing funding to attend 2 postsecondary
institution in Florida. For maore information, wisit

hiip:f fww floridastudentfinansialaid. org/5SFARIY.

=S q s

What sca the public postsecondary options?

e S i
LIt . e P ——

_State Universiey System

Admission into Flovida's public universities is tempeatitiva.
Praspective studens shauld complete s rigorous
cumricutur in high school and apply 1o mote than one
uriversity W increase their chance for acceptance. To
qualify o enter one of Florida’s publie universities, a first-
tme-incollege student must meet the following
AANUT feguirgments:

*  Highschoo! graduation with a stndard diploma
*  Admission test scores

* 14 credis of approved college preparatory academic
COAUrIRs

4 English {3 with substantiat writing}

4 Mathematics {Algebra | level and abowes)
3 Natural Science {2 with substantial lab)

3 Sooial Science

2Woerld Language (sequential, in the same
fangusoe;

2 approved electives

iy

»

Sefpanning

. The Florida College System

The 28 state colteges offer caraer-refated certficates and
Wo-vesr associate degrees that prepare students to
transler 1o & bachelor's degres program or o enter jobs
requiting specific skilis. Many siso offer baceslaursate
degrees in high-demand figlds, Florida Collegs System
nstitutions have an open door poficy, This means that
students who have eamed a standare high schoot
diploma, have eamed a high school squvalency diploma
or bave demonstrated success in postsacondary
woursework will be admitted o an sssociate degres
pregeam,

EErstespa s

Flaride siso offers students 48 accredited carser and
techaieal centers throughout the state, which provide the
edutation and certification necessary to work ina
particular career or technical figld. Programs are flexible
for studems and provide industry-specific education and

training for a wide variety of occupations.

cal Qi
AR T e L

b i

Where is information on financial ald {ocated?

The Office of Student Financlal Assistance State Programs
administers a variety of postsecondary educationsl state-funded
grants and scholarships. To leam more, wisit

itz ftorid:

studentinapnialzic.org/,




Students Entering Grade Nine in the 2015-2016 School Year
Academic Advisement Flyer-What Students and Parents Need to Know

What sre tha diploma options?

Studants Mt successiully complete one of the following

diplama options:

* Zd-cradit standard diploma

*  1B-credit Academicaily Challanging Cusriculum to
Enhance Learning (ACCEL} cotion

*  Advanced internations! Centificate of Education (AICE)
currieuium

*  intemational Baccalaureate (18] Diploma cumiculum

What are the state assessment raquirements?

Stugents must pess the following statewide rssessments.

*  Grads 10 ELA {or ACT/SAT concordant score)

* Algebra | end-of-course (EOC) and the resuits
canstitute thirty petcent of the final course grade” er
A comparative score on the Pastsecondary Education
Readiness Test (F.ERT)

Stucents must periicipate i the EOC assesaments, and the
rasuits constitute 30 percent of the final course grade®. These
assessments are in the ‘following subiects:

*  Biology! * LS. Histody

*  Geomeury = Algebra (7 enrolled)

*Special Note: Thirty percent nat appiicable if not enralled in
the course but passad the EGC,

What is the credit acceleration program (CAP)?

This program silows 3 student to sara high schoot credit i
the stunent passes an advanced placement (AP} examination,
4 College Level Examination Program (CLEP) or a statewide
course assessmant without encolliment in the course, The
courses inciuda the felfowing sublects:

«  Algebral *  Biclagy!
= Gaometry * Algsbra ll
= U8 History

What are the graduation requirements for students
with disabilities?

Two options are available only to students with disabilives,

Both require the 24 credits listed in the table and both aliow

students to substitute a career and technical {CTE)

course with reiated centent for one credit in ELA v,

mathematics, science end social studies {excluding Algebra |,

Gaomery, Biology Land U.S, History).

= Students with significant cognitive disabilites ray earmn
credits via access courses and be assessed via an
alternate assessment.

= Students who chocse the acacemic and amoloyment
opten must earn at least .5 credil via paid employment,

{4 Cradits Enginth Language Ars (BLAT

What are the requirements for the 24-credit standard
diploma eption?

« ELAL I,V g
= ElAhonoers, AP, AICE, )8 and dua! enmfiment i
COUNSEs (R satisfy this requirement, :

4 Credits Mathamatics

*  Oneof which must be Algebrat and cne of which
' must be Geometry. ‘
*  ndusiey certhications that lead 10 coliege credit My
substitute for up 1o two mathematics credits (axcept |

y for Algebrs T end Geomerry), :

3 Credits Sclence

* One of which must be Bialogy |, two of which must ¢
e equally figorous sclence courses,

:» Two of the three required credits must have a

: laboraiory component.

i Antadestry certification that leads w coflege credit

 substitites for up te one sciance cradit lexcapt for

i Blology il

s A dentified rigorous computer seience course with i

! a related industry certfication substitutes for upto §

? ohe sience credit {except for Binlogy 1.

3 Credits Social Studies

; T credit In Waonld History

T eredit in (LS, History

5 cradit in LS. Government

-7 ereddit i Ecesarmics with Financial Literacy

5 1 Credit Fine and Performing Arts, Speech and

Debate, or Practical Arts™ =~ 1

1 Credit Physical Education’

' Toinciude the integration of health

| * Speciat Nate: Efigible courses and eligible course
| substistions are specified in the Florida Course Code
| Diractory et hites//vewwfidon, ergdpolicy/aniculationiocd.

] & Elective Credits _ ]
B -1 Online Course ;

Students must eamn a 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0
scaie,




What sre the requirements for standard diploma
designations?

‘What sre the public postsecondary options?

{  Scholac Diploma Designation

In gddition to meeting the 24-cradit standerd high scheat
diplama requirements, a student must

»  Earn 1 creditin Algebra ll {rmust pass EQC);

*  Pass the Geometry EQC;

*  Earn 1 credit in statstcs or an equatly rigoraus
mathematics course;

= Pass the Biology | EOC;

«  Earn 1 gredit in chemistry of physics;

* Eara 1 creditin @ course equally rigarous 1o chemistry
or physics;

s Pass the U.S. History EOC;

Earn 2 credits in the same world language; and

Earn at lwast 1 ereditin AP, B, AICE or 5 dual

enroliment course.

A student is exemps from the Biology | or US, History
assessment it the student is enrolled it an AR, IB or AICE
Biology | or LS. History course and the student

i Takes the respective AP, 1B or AICE assessment; and
*  Earns the minimum score o earn cellege credic

i

Merit Diploma Designation

Meet the standard high school diploma requirements
= Altain one or more industry certifications fram tha fist
: established (per section 1003.492, Statutes [F.5.]).

Can a student who selects the 24-credit program
graduate early?

Yes, 2 student who completes ail the Zd-credit program
reguiremnants for a standard diptoma may graduate in fewer
than eight semesters.

What is the distinction betweean the 18-cradit ACCEL
option and the 24-credit option?

= 3 efective credits instead of 8
= Physical Education is not required
*  Oniine course is not required

Al other graduation requirements for a 24-eredit standand
Giploma must be met {per s, 1003.4282(3)a}-{e}, F.S).

Where is information on Bright Futures Scholarships
located?

The Florida Bright Futures Seholarship Program rewards
students for their academic achisvemants during high
school by providing funding to attend a postsecondary
institution in Florida. For mere iformation, visit

bt/ feww Hordestudentimancistaid.org/SSFAG B EL

-39.

Smuuﬂtvmiw Symm S

Adimission into Florioa's public universities is competitive.

Prospective swidents should complets a rigarous

¥ curriculum in high school and apply to more than ane
university 1o increase their chance for acceptance, Ta
qualily to enter one of Florda’s public universities, a firs:-
time-in-college swident must meet the following

! RN reduiremants:

High school gracuation with a standard diploma
i Admission test scores

16 Credis of approved college prepstatory
ACACHMIC COUrses

4 English (3 with substantial writing)

v 4 Mathernatics (Algebrs | level and above)

s 3 Natwrad Science (2 with substantial lab)

£ I Sccal Scence

v 2 Warld Language {seguential, in the same
tanguage)

» 2 Approved elects

i Fonds Colegy rem

The 28 siste colieges offer career-related certilicates and
| two-year associate degrees that prepare students wo

; ranster to g bachelor's degree program o to enter jobs
: reguiring specific skills. Many alse offer baccalavreate
 degrees i high-demand felds. Florida College Systern
;iﬂsf.'r-:u*.%ahs have an open door pelicy. This means that
 students whe have sarmed & standard high schoal
diploma, have sarmed a high schoo! equivalency diploma
ar have demonstrated success in postsecondary

: courseveark will be admitted to ar assoclate degres
program.

fre et

 Career and ‘;uc@ﬁsc'_;[cggxéﬁ_s 5

: technica! centers throughout the state, which provide the
§ sduration and tertification necessary o work in a

# particular career or technical fisld. Programs are fiexibla

- for students and provide industry-spechic education and
 training for 2 wide variety of occupations.

E Florida also offers students 48 aceredited career and

Where is information on financial aid located?

The Office of Stucent Financial Assistence State Programs

masmil

saministers 2 variety of postsecondary educational state-funded

grants and scholarships. To leam more, visit
At fwese flondastudesiing




Students Entering Grade Nine in the 2016-2017 School Year
Academic Advisement Flyer-What Students and Parents Need to Know

What are the diploma options?

Students must succrssiully complete one of the following

diplama options:

*  26-crecit standard diploma

*  1l-credit Academicaly Chailenging Curiculum ta
Enhance Learning (ACCEL} aption

¢ Advanced Intemational Certificate of Education (AICE)
curriculum

*  taterational Baccalaureste (B Diploma surriculum

What are the state assessment requirements?

Students must pass the foliowing statewlde sssessments:

*  Grade 10 ELA {or ACT/SAT concordant scara)

= Algebra | end-of-course (EQC) and the results
constitute thirty peecent of the final course gradae™ or
a comparative score on the Postsecondary Education
Readiness Test {(P.E.R.T))

Students must participate in the EQC assessements, and the
results constitite 30 percant of the final course grade”, These
assessments are in the foliowing subjects:

*  Hiology ! = LS History

= Geometry *  Algsbra il (if envolled)

*Special Note: Thirty parcent not applicable if not enolled in
the course but passes the EQC.

What is the credit acceleration program (CAPY?

This pragram allows a student 1o eam bigh seraol credit i the
student passes an advancad placament [AP) examination, &
College Level Examination Program {CLEP) or 2 statewine
coursa assessmant without enroliment In the course. The
vourses include the foliowing subjects:

«  Ajgebra | *  Biology!
= Geometry = Algebrs lf
= U5 History

What are the graduation requirements for students
with disabilities?

Fwo options are available enly to sturdents with disabilitles.
Both require the 24 credits listed in the table and both allow
studers 1o substitute a career end technics! {CTE)

course with related content for ene credit in ELA 1Y,
rathematics, sclence and social studies (sxchuding Algebra |,
Geometr}, Biolagy | and U.S. Hns'ory,

Students with significant cognitive dissbilities may sam
creclits via accass courses and be assessed via an
altemata gssessmant.

*  Swdents who choose the academic and employment
option must earn at least .5 credit via paid employment.

Whet are the requirements for the 24-cradit standard
diploma aption?

___4 Credits English Language Arts (ELA)
e ELAG BRIV it
{e  ELAhanors, AP, AICE, I8 eng dual enrollment )
courses may satisfy tis reguirement.
4 Credits Mathematics i
T of which must be Algetrg 1 and one of which !
§  inustbe Geometry,
* Industry certifications that lead to college credit may
substtute for up to teo mathemnatics credits {axcept
for Algatees {and Geometry), 1
& e 3 Credits Sclence £
- One of which must be Biology |, two of which must
be equally fgorous science courses.
» Twoof the three required cradits must have a
laboratory comporent.
*  Anindustry certification that leads to college cradit
substitutes for up to one science credit {except for
: Blolagy ) ;
§r Anidentified rigorous computer science course with ¢
& related Industry cectification substitutes forup to §
| ane science credit (2xcapt for Blology 1),
3 Credits Social Studies e |
1 erediy in Werdd History E
: 1 credit in U5, History
¢ 5 creditin US. Government ;
i & credit in Economics with Financial Literacy

;. 1 Credit Fine and Performing Arts, Speach and__
Debate, or Practical Arts’ : :
i 1Credit Physical Educattonj e

i To intiude the "mtegrazion of health

 substitutions are specified in the Florida Course Code

| Speciai Note: Eiigible courses and efigible course i
D\fe tory at huipc/fwnw fidoe org/palicy/articulationsoed, §

8 Elective Credits =~
1 Online Course

| Sturients must eam a 2.0 grade point average on 2 4.0

i
L
s

e

scale,

Foviged Aprd 26
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What are the requirements for standard diplema
dasignations?

What sre the public postsecondary options?

|| Seholnr Diploms Designation

L In addition to meeting the 24-cradit standard high schoo
; diploma requiraments, a studant must i

. Earn 1 creditin Algabra It imust pass EQC);

*  Pase the Geomenuy EQC;

gv Eam 1 creditio statistics or an equally vigarous
mathematics course:

*  Pasgs the Biology | EOC;

*  Eam 1 credit In chemistry or physics: i

= Earn 1 ereditin s course equally rigoraus 1o chermistry
or physics; /

*  Pass the U5, Histery EOC;

Bara 2 credus in the same wardd fanguage; and

*  Earn atleast 1 ereditin AP, 1B, AICE or # dual
enrolimant course,

A student is exempt from the Biology | or U 5. Histary
agsessment if the student is enralled in a1 AP, 1B or AICE
Biology tor U.S. Histery course and the student

-

= Takes the respactiva AP, iB or AICE assessment: and
*  Earns the minimum score to earn college credit.

Merit Diploma Designation

'« Meet the standard high school diploma requirements
*  Attain one or more industry certifications from the st
k_ established (per saction t003.492, Seatutes [F5.])

2

sy

Can a student who selects the Z4-credit program
graduate early?

Yes, a student who completes ail the 24-credit program
requirements for a standard diploma may graduate in fawer
than eight semiesters.

What is the distinction between the 18-credit ACCEL
option and the 24-credit option?

= 3 elective credits instead of §
*  Physical Education is not required
*  Online course is not recuired

All other graguation reguirements for a 24-credit standard
diplama must be met {pers. 1003.4282(3)(a)-fe}, £.5,

Where is information on Bright Futures Scholarships
located?

The Floridz Bright Futures Scholarship Program rewards
siudents for their academic achievements during high
school by proviging funding to attend a posisecondary
institution in Florida, For more mioermation, visit

bttpffensrw flondastudentfinancisleld orp/SSFAD/LI/.

- 4] -

| Admission into Florida'’s public universities is competitive,

' Prososctive students should complete a rigorous
curnculum fa high school and apply W more than cne
university W increase thalr chance for acteptance, To
guaitfy (o enter one of Flurida’s public uriversities, a firat-
tmg-in-cofiege student must meet the following
inimum yuirementy:

High school graduation with g standard diplorra

Armission test scores

¢ Y Credits of appeoved colivge praparatory
aracemic courses

® 4 English {3 with substantial writing)

* 4 Mathematics (Algebica | level and above)

¢ 3 Natural Science (2 with substantial fab)

* 3 3Spcial Scence

= 2Wond Language [sequential, in the same

f  language)
|+ 2 Approved electives
; St g aduioriuders/saming

__The Florida College System

' The 28 state colieges offer career-related cenificates and

two-year associate degrees that prepare students to

transter (o a bachelor's degres program or to entar jubs

rasuiing specific skills. Many also offer baccalavreate

§ degrees in high-demand fields. Florida College System

Z’ tutions have an open door policy. This means that

| scudents who have earned 3 standard high school

,mp»cwna, have earned a high schoet equivalency ciploma

' or have Cemonsirated success in postsecondary

“ coursework will be admitted to an associste degree

prugram
Fmd ey FSoe oralaio

 Florida alsu offers sludents 48 accredited career and i
 techmical centers arwugnom the state, which provide the
i education and cenification necessary to work in a
| particular career or technical field. Progrems are flexible

for students and provide industry-specific education and
traming for 2 wide varlety of occupations,

Where is information on financial aid located?

The Cffice of Stucent Financial Assistance State Programs
administers 2 variety of postsecendary educationa! state-funded
grants and scholarships. To learm more, visit

D

castudern

= Al 2018



B. Additional Graduation Requirements:

1.

Successful completion of academic credit or curriculum requirements of
Florida Statutes including:

d.

Earning passing scores on the statewide ELA or Reading
Assessment as defined by state statute or on a standardized test that
are concordant with passing scores on the statewide ELA or
Reading assessments;

Earn a passing score on the statewide Al gel_:i_ra 1 End-of-Course or
a comparative score on the Postsecondary Education Readiness
Test (PERT) & i

R

Completion of all other applicabl-éﬁrequirements prescubed by the
district school board as specified in Florida statute;

4
#

Achievement of a cumulative gradé point average of 2.0 on a 4.0
scale or its equivalent in the courses required in this section:

o Indicﬂiﬁé—that_ a student who meets all requirements
prescribed in the above sectiop shall be awarded a standard
diploma in a form’preseribed by the school board as
prescribed by the State Board of Education.

Senate Bill 4 passe;:‘i:by the Florida Legislature added additional

requirements for 9" grade cohorts to meet for graduation purposes.
quItEs Bl¢ g purp

. Regqttirements 6t graduation based on school year student enters
9% grade.
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Graduation requires the successful completion of a minimum of 24 credits, an
International Baccalaureate curriculum, or an Advanced International Certificate
of Education certificate. Students will be advised of their eligibility requirements
for state scholarship programs and postsecondary admissions. The 24 credits may
be earned through applied, integrated, and combined courses approved by the
Department of Education and shall be distributed as follows:

1. Sixteen (16) core curriculum credits to include:

d.

English - four credits

English courses must include major concentratlon in composition,
reading for information, and literature. 'Also, see sections Grades
PreK to 12 Education Course Substitutions, Career.and Technical
Education Course Substitutions, and Postsecondar} Readmess
Courses in the Course Code’ Dlrectory s
(http://www.fldoe org/asticulation/ ced/)_.)

Mathematics - four credits
One of which" must be Algebra 1. The Aloebra 1 EOC assessment
performance Will constrtute 30 percent of the student’s final course

grade.

One of which must be Geometry The Geometry 1 EOC

: assessment performance Wlll constitute 30 percent of the student’s

final course grade.

g ¢ﬁéé-.__"thfee credits

Two of the science credits must include a laboratory component.

o) Also, see Grades PreK to 12 Education Course Substitutions and
. Career and Technical Education Course Substitutions in the CCD.

a. One of the four credits in science must be Biology 1
or a series of courses equivalent to Biology 1 as
approved by the SBE.

b. Biology 1 EOC Assessment performance will
constitute 30 percent of the student’s final course
grade, if enrolled.

Social Studies - three credits
1. one credit in United States History. Students enrolled in US

History must take an End of Course (EOC) exam, which
will count as 30% of the final grade in the class.
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2. one credit in World History

3. one-half credit in Economics
4. one-half credit in United States Government
e Fine Arts or Performing Arts, Speech and Debate, or a Practical

Arts course that incorporates artistic content and techniques of
creativity, interpretation, and imagination - one credit

All courses listed in the CCD under Ast, Dance, Drama/Theatre
and Music meet the Fine Arts or Performing Arts requirement,
Courses that satisfy the Practical Arts'‘course requirement are
designated with the “PA” subject code in the CCD. B o

o,

£ Physical Education - one'credit

Physical Education must include integration of health.
Districts Choos;"u{;ig the Personal Fitnessli’hyéicéi Education Activity
Elective . WA, , 'p
Participation in an interscholastic sport at the junior or varsity level
for two full seasons shall sati sfS/ the one-credit requirement in
_ physnca] education if the student passes a competency test on
. personal fitness with ascore of C or better. District school boards
#4. = may not require students to complete the one credit in physical
" education during'the 9th grade year. Please refer to the Physical
“Education High School Course Waiver Options in the CCD.

G By or by

- Completion of one semester with a grade of C or better in a

. marching band class, in a physical activity class that requires

- participation in marching band activities as extracurricular activity
or in a dance class shall satisfy one-half credit in physical
education or one-half credit in performing arts. This credit may not
be used to satisfy the personal fitness requirement or the
requirement for adaptive physical education under an TEP or 504
plan. Completion of two years in a Junior Reserve Officer Training
Corps class, a significant component of which is drills, shall satisfy
the one-credit requirement in physical education and the one-credit
requirement in performing arts. This credit may not be used to
satisfy the personal fitness requirement or the requirement for
adaptive physical education under an IEP or 504 plan.
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OR

Two years in an JROTC class (#1500450 and #1500460) waives
the .5 credit physical education activity elective AND the full one-
credit performing arts requirement (also #1500480). The student
must still take the .5 credit Personal Fitness class to complete the
requirement.

Districts Choosing Health Opportunities through PHysical Education
(HOPE):

Two seasons of an interscholastic sp > junior varsity or
varsity level AND a grade of “C” tter on the Personal Fitness
competency test waives the full one- credlt physncal educatlon
requirement. & :

OR

Two years in an JROTC class (i’éar 1 waiver #1500450, Year 2
waiver #1 500460) satisfies the full one credit physical education

requirement AND: the full one-credit performmg arts requirement
(also #1500480)

g. Electives-8 cred1ts, i

D. Beginning with the 2013 2014 mnth grade cohort, students who scored at Level 1
or Level 2on FCAT Readmg 2.0/FSA; or when implemented 9th, 10th, or 11th
grade statemde standardized Engllsh Language Arts assessments, may, if offered
enroll in and complete a rernedlal course or a content area course in which
remediation strategies are incorporated into course content delivery the following

year. ngh school studentsin the ninth-grade cohorts for 2011-12 or 2012-13 who

scored at Level 1 on the FCAT Reading 2.0/FSA must enroll in and complete an
intensive readmg class the following year.

- Students who_ score at Level 2 may be placed in an intensive reading class or a
content area course in which reading strategies are delivered.

Refe;é:én:ée link: http://www.justreadflorida.com/docs/6A-6-054.pdf

High school students who score at Level 1 or Level 2 on FCAT 2.0/FSA Reading
and who have intervention needs in the areas of decoding and/or text reading
efficiency must have extended time for reading intervention. This extended time
may include, but is not limited to, students reading on a regular basis before and
afterschool with teacher support, or for students two or more years below grade
level a double block of reading to accelerate foundational reading skills. The
teacher must have the Reading Endorsement or Certification in Reading (Grades



K-12). In addition, these students must be served by teachers with evidence of

success, as determined by the district. Classroom infrastructure (class size,

materials, etc.) must be adequate to implement the intervention course. This

reading intervention course should include on a daily basis:

1. Whole group explicit instruction;

2. Small group differentiated instruction;

3. Independent reading practice, utilizing classroom library materials, monitored
by the teacher;

4. Integration of NGSSS benchmarks specific to the subject area if blocked with
the intensive reading course (biology, world history, et

5. Afocus on informational text at a ratio matching FC
and .

6. Opportunities for accelerated achievement in order to facilitate efficient
reading and deeper understanding of grade level'texts.

2.0/FSA Reading

fard]

Districts must establish criteria beyond FCAT 2.0/ESA Reading for placing
students into different levels of intensity for reading intervention classes to meet
individual instructional needs of studénts. Districts must determine if students
have an instructional need in decoding and text reading efficiency through the use
of assessments and identify benchmark criteria for placement of students
requiring additional instructional.time in reading intervention. Examples include
data from screenings, progress monitoring and diagnostic assessments already in
use in the district, as well as teacher recommendation. Schools must diagnose
specific reading deficiencies of students scoring at Level 1 and Level 2 on FCAT
2.0/FSA Reading, @

Districts may serve Level 2 students who do not need instruction in decoding and
text reading efficiency in content area classes through a content area reading
intervehtiori.'Teac_:hé’f‘s' of these classes must complete the 150 hour Content Area
Reading Professional Development (CAR-PD) package, have the Reading
-Endorsement or Certification in Reading (Grades K-12), or complete the Next
Generation Content Area Reading Professional Development (NGCAR-PD). In
addition, these students must be served by teachers with evidence of success, as
. determined by the district. Classroom infrastructure (class size, materials, etc.)
*_should be adequate to implement the content area reading intervention course.
‘This intervention course should include on a daily basis:
. 1. Whole group explicit instruction:
2."Small group differentiated instruction;

For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 or Level 2 on the state
mathematics assessment, the student must receive remediation the following year.
Remediation may occur through applied, integrated, or combined courses. High
school students who score at Level 1 or Level 2 on the Algebra 1 EOC
Assessment must be enrolled in and complete an intensive remedial course the
followinig year or be placed in a content area course that includes remediation of
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skills not acquired by the student. The content area course must include
remediation of skills not acquired by the student

Online Learning Credit — one course

Beginning with students entering grade nine in the 2011-2012 school year, at least
one course within the 24 credits required in this subsection must be completed
through online learning. However, an online high school level course taken during
grades 6-8 fulfils this requirement. This requirement shall be met through an
online course offered by the Florida Virtual School, an onlinie course offered by
the high school, or an online dual enrollment course offered pursuant to a district
interinstitutional articulation agreement pursuant to s.1007, 235, F.S. A student
who is enrolled in a full-time or part-time virtual 1nstruct1on program under s.
1002.45, F.S., meets this requirement. ; i

o As of September 2016 there are two new options that a dlstri‘ct school
board or charter school may of"fer to students to satisfy the'online course
graduation requirement? "

The two options mcIude ;
e Completion ofa course in which a student earns a nationally
recognized mdustry cemﬂcatlon in mfonnahon technology that is
identified on the Cat eer and Professxonal Education Act (CAPE)
Indusn‘y (‘emhcatlon FundmOI dst (s. 1008.44, F.S.) or passage of
“the m_formatlon techn_o_lo_gy certification examination without

enrollment in or completion of the corresponding courses.
Currently, there-are'7 industry certifications that will satisfy this
_ requirement identified in the primary career cluster area on
. :_infc;"riﬁﬁtion technology on the 2015-2016 CAPE Industry
'Certiﬁcatlon Funding List. The State Board of Education will adopt
"":__the 2016-2017 CAPE Industry Certification Funding List by the fall
of 2016.

* There are other eligible industry certifications students may
earn in career and technical education (CTE) information
technology courses that appear on the CAPE Industry
Certification Funding List that do not have a primary career
cluster information technology assignment. In order to
expand school district options of viable industry
certifications, we recommend visiting the CTE Information
Technology website to identify courses and programs
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categorized as Information Technology. Should a student
earn any other industry certification on the CAPE Industry
Certification Funding List resulting from enrollment in a
CTE Information Technology course, then that eligible
industry certification would satisfy the online course
graduation requirement.

*  Passage of an online content assessment by which the student
demonstrates skills and competency in locatifg information and
applying technology for instructional purposes without enrollment
of the corresponding course or courses: The type of online content
assessments that may be utilized is dét_ermined by:each school
district. Y

G.  The Superintendent shall file with the Florida Department of Education the school
board’s duly adopted requirements for graduation from high school.

H. In the event of the death of a'miember of the high school“senior class, the high
school principal is authorized to award an honorary diploma or certificate of
completion posthumously to said senior’s family.«The awarding of an honorary
diploma or certificate of completion under these conditions may be accomplished
during the regular graduation exercises or any time thereafter.

I In order foran honar_é{i"y diploma to."-bwe awarded posthumously, the following
conditi,pﬁ's:@qst hay_é_’be_cq met: &

L e The seﬁiéfmust have passed the required state assessment test.

g The senior must have been maintaining a passing grade in locally required
courses for graduation.

' In order for a certificate of completion to be awarded posthumously, the senior
must have been maintaining a passing grade in all locally required courses for
graduation.

¥

Il Virtual School
A. Policy

The School Board has the authority to adopt rules for implementing the student progression
requirements for students in grades kindergarten through twelve. The Student Progression Plan

for Hamilton County defines the criteria for graduation, participation in graduation, promotion,
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intensive remediation, course offerings, evaluating student performance, and reporting to
students and parents. The Student Progression Plan for Hamilton County has been developed
based on Florida Statutes, current and local needs, and includes requirements for virtual
education programs. For more information, see Florida Department of Education Virtual

Education website — http://www.fldoe.org/schools/school -choice/virtual-edu/ |

B. Virtual Education Programs

All students who choose to participate in the virtual education prograjn"iﬁust meet all of the local

and state requirements for promotion, retention, and good cause e: ptlons All 1nstruct10nal

personnel, parents, and students are encouraged to become armhar w1th the reqmrements for

progression from one grade to another, including the req site testm0 programs.

Virtual instruction means a program of instruction provided in an interactive learning
environment created through technology in W 'ch:students are separated from their teachers by
time, space, or both, and in which a Florida cemﬁed teacher is respon81ble for at least 70% of the

online instruction to students in K-12.

As stipulated by the qunda K-20 Educatlon Code (s 1002 20), parents have the right to choose
educational options such as Hamllton Vlrtual Instructlonal Program (My District Virtual), K12,
the district’s y_;_rtg.al._f;agchlse, or F lorida Virtual School for their children. A student’s full-time

school may not deny access to course'ﬁ_,offered by Hamilton Virtual Instructional Program (My

Distrigt al), K12, the diéﬁrict’s Virtual franchise, or Florida Virtual School assuming that the
desired online course(s) is an appropriate course placement based on the student’s academic

history, grade level.'and age.

The Hamilton County School District shall provide students with access to enroll in courses
available through the Hamilton Virtual Instructional Program (My District Virtual), K12, the
district’s virtual franchise, or Florida Virtual School and shall award credits or academic points
for successful completion of such courses. Access shall be available to students during or after
the normal school day. Students wishing to take courses from Hamilton County My District

Virtual Instructional Program (MDV), K12, the district’s virtual franchise, or Florida Virtual
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School must work closely with their school counselor and/or franchise staff to ensure that
courses match the needs of the students. Hamilton County My District Virtual Instructional
Program (MDV), the district’s virtual franchise, or Florida Virtual School courses are available
during the school year. Florida Virtual School offers its own virtual program throughout the

summer.

All students enrolled in a virtual school program are subject to compulsory attendance

requirements of s 1003.21 Florida Statutes. Attendance must be verified by the school district.

FDOE Approved Program Providers

Edgél\lu:ty T 2016 17 tohzomwol ye.ars for 6-12 grade
Florida Connections Academy 2016-17 to 2018-19 school years for K-12 grade
K12 Florida 2016-17 to 2018-19 school years for K-12 grade
Mater Virtual Academy 2014- 15 to 2016 17 school years for 6-12 grade

Somerset Virtual Academy 2015- 16 to 2017—18 school ye’ars for 6-12 grade

Grades K- 12
Florida Virtual Schoeol

Hamilton County School Board of’fﬂ'e}‘s?tﬁhfééf'dfsﬁ‘ﬁct virtual school programs:

i, HamﬂtonCountyMyDlstrlct Vlrtual Instructional Program (MDV)

Hamllton County My D1str1ctV1rtual Instructional Program (MDV) provides a choice option for
families in Hafnilton to pursﬁé an online educational program. Eligible students are given an
opportunity to pammpate in a full-time virtual school program for K-6 (Elementary) students and
full-time or part- ‘ﬂme program for 7-12 students (Middle/High). An important characteristic of
the virtual instruction program is that students, along with a responsible adult, assume the
responsibility for a student’s educational experiences. All courses offered in the virtual
instruction program must be based on the Florida State Standards. Students are required to take
and pass the state-required assessments at their zoned school. Students are able to participate in

extracurricular activities at their zoned school. The virtual school option requires eligible
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students with the capacity and motivation to become independent learners.

Hamilton Schools only offer Virtual Instructional Programs approved by the Florida Department
of Education. All Virtual Instruction Providers are required to sign the District Assurances to
affirm they are meeting all the requirements in Florida Statute. Students who qualify for free and
reduced lunch and do not have a computer at home may qualify to receive all required

equipment.

Students are eligible to participate in the virtual instruction program basedon the following

criteria: i

@ Live in the Hamilton County Public School’s attendance area

LS

£

i@ Must have been in attendance at a Florida‘kgub.li'é';‘gqh(_)oli ah.d"reported for funding in

October and February of the previous year.

& Are dependent of members of the US i-A-:;’zfl_ed,F orces w_jh-d have transferred to Florida
within the last 12 months and currently’-ijeside;ii{ Hamllton County may enroll with proof

of military assignment, .o

& Must have t}ggé’n‘cnrolled'in a school dist_ﬁct virtual instruction program during the

prior year.

o

i Must be éii:gibllle to enter kiﬁdefganen or first grade.

" & Must have a sibling who is currently enrolled in the school district virtual instruction

progréfﬁ"'é;t_'the end_of the prior year.

& Must be ehgxble to enter grades 2 through 5 and currently enrolled full time in a
school district virtual instruction program or Florida Virtual School K-8 Program. The
elementary program is a full-time program for students Kindergarten through grade 8. The parent
or a responsible adult is required to be available to assist the student as a learning coach through
each school day. Middle school students will be graded on the average of the first semester grade

and the second semester grade. If the student does not finish 100% of the second semester, they



cannot pass the course regardless of their first semester grade. Courses that require an End-of-
Course exam (EOC) must follow all state grading and credit requirements. Grades 9 — 12
Virtual Program: The Hamilton County School District offers a full-time high school program
with a Florida-approved virtual instructional provider with a world class educational program.
The online program is individualized, tuition free, and staffed by highly competent, certified
teachers and support staff. Each student receives an individualized learning plan that provides a
roadmap towards graduation. There are a number of online forums, clubs,_aﬁd" networking

opportunities for the student. Students will typically spend 5-6 hours

ly. on coursework and

homework. The learning opportunities require a commitment on t

part of the student.

Supportive parents are expected to help students stay on task and'ensure that thestudent is

following through on his/her assignments. Failure to make adequate progress or to @emonstrate
appropriate attendance may result in dismissal from the program: “Enrollment in Hamilton

County My District Virtual Instructional Program (MDV)

W [t is recommended that students é.a'_’_)_.'.(_)_-gr__a_c_le point a@éfage or higher OR score a
level 3 on the Reading required state assessment ﬁnl'e'__s’s the student has medical or

behavior issues that may limit success in the traditional classroom.

& Students must‘meet with the school couf;éeibr to determine if placement in MVIP is
academically ﬁpprdpﬁ'atf_; for the student based on course prerequisites, the student's
academ_icthistol}l,age, éﬁd_ appropriateness of the course for the student.
ﬁ"c-r,(_)nline registratib_nimust bé'completed during the open enrollment periods prior to

| eaéh-semester. All required documents must be submitted during the registration process.

Equipment Requirements

Students wishing to take a virtual course should have access to their own computer. Some
provision is available to students with an established need as verified by the free-and-reduced
lunch application process. Contact the District Support Office at (386) 792-8770. Students
should also have access to a phone to contact their teacher(s) for assistance.

Most virtual school courses make use of a wide variety of features and technologies, such as



Java, Flash, HTMLS, CSS2/3, and depending on the course, other specialized components that

help students achieve a more immersive learning experience.

Due to the wide array of technologies in over 100 courses, there are some limitations to browsers
and devices that the district can support. In general, lightweight devices such as Google

Chromebooks or Nooks, that have very limited technology support for Java or Flash, will not be

compatible with the majority of the virtual courses. Currently, students may tise recent versions

of the following browsers on a technology-capable device that supports Java, Fl;sh, and

improvements to HTML, including HTMLS5:

i Internet Explorer 8 or 9 i Firefox & Chrome i Safari P '-

2. K12 (Virtual Franchise)

e KI2 1s the Hamilton Virtual Franchise Program obtai":r"iéﬂ. though NEFEC. K12 teachers

provide virtual instruction to students in grades K through 12+

Goals:

a. To provide a part-time or full-timé‘ivirtual school program

b. To proﬁﬁ‘ae Qpportun_itj_es__fog .s_tu_dgnfs who are no more than 2 years behind their

cohort group "t(')'_rb_cover credits and get back on track for graduation

To provide an _Opportwl;;j.r‘lity for over-aged middle school students to get back on

f—_irack with their cohort group
d. Tolp-rolvi_dé opportunities for students to accelerate courses

e. To provide full-time and/or part-time opportunities for home school and private

school students to access middle and high school courses

Primary Target Population:
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Traditional public school students, including charter schools

Private school students

Home School students

Enrollment in K12

There 1s an application process. It is recommended that students have a20 grade point average

or higher OR score at grade level or above (currently Level 3) on "the state- reqmred Reading

Assessment. Consistent with statutory requirements, Level 1 and Level 2 students are reqmred to

take a reading intervention class at their zoned school.

e

;.
A

Students wishing to take advantage of courses offered by K12must follow the procedure

outlined below:

The student must meet with the school ceunselor to: detemune if placement in the
program is academically approprlate for the student based on course prerequisites,

the student's academic history, age,r-—,and approprlateness of the course for the

All applicatioriéfto_ take a course through K12 must be approved by the student’s

“school 'éh_t;hs_elor and/or franchise staff prior to the start of a new semester.

“ Once asemester has begun and classes have been in session for at least two weeks, a

' 'student may not withdraw from a school course to enroll in the same course

onhne
A student may not be placed in the same course concurrently at a district middle

or high school and at Hamilton County Virtual School.

A student wishing to enroll in virtual school courses during the school day must

declare planned courses prior to May 1. This deadline may be waived under



unusual circumstances at the discretion of the principal. This is necessary to
ensure that the school can provide a dedicated classroom to accommodate the

virtual school students.

6. Schools may not deny placement in a course offered through the virtual programs of

Hamilton County even if the school offers the same course.

T A student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a virtual course w1th1n 28 days of

entry must enroll in enough courses at the zoned schg 01 to mamtam full time

enrollment status.

8. To remain in the franchise program, a st ‘dem_: must A

a. Maintain virtual attendance policies a pres_c:i,bed in the virtual student

handbook.

b. Meet benchmarks, includi:ngﬂallystate“ reqﬁired assessments.

e Prov1de h1s/her own transponatlon to their zoned schools for all state-

'-'?Tequlred assessments on test days.

S Be consldered a zoned school student for sports and extracurricular

act1v1tles

e Follow and maintain pace, according to course and instructor

?‘?flﬁlirements.
f. Work with the zoned-school athletic director on any NCAA eligibility.

Co-Enrolled (Part time)

This program allows students to attend public school, home school, or private school for part of

the day and take their remaining coursework online. The online course-work follows Hamilton

1

n
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County Public Schools’ Student Progression Plan and fulfills the requirements of the courses
missed at school. These students will earn a regular diploma from their attending school and be
permitted to participate in school-sponsored sports and extracurricular activities, just as any other
student attending the school. Students may participate in this program by taking any portion of
their course-work online and at school (up to a total of 7 courses). Total coursework may not
exceed this limit. Public school students are required to take all required state assessments at

their zoned school.

The performance of students in grades 9 — 12 shall be included for g_ehool gi‘iacﬂi_é?.qr‘ school

improvement rating purposes by the non-virtual school providing the student’s primary.”

instruction.
Credit Recovery/Course Acceleration

A review of student academic and attendance records w1ll be conducted prior to the start of
school and at the end of each semester. Students meetmo the crlterla listed below may be
recommended by the school counselor for an opportumty to .partlmpate in the Credit Recovery

/Acceleration Program.

& Students wh fe'n_qt on. schedule to g_r_aduate with their cohort — short/behind in

credits,

] Students with_é;g'-fade poiﬁt'éiVerage below a 2.0 — in danger of not graduating, or

] éﬁj.aents who are ell gible for acceleration Students must have earned a grade of D or
Fin order to retake a class. A grade of D or F can only be replaced by a grade of C or
higher as 1ndlcated in the Forgiveness Policy. Florida Virtual School There is an
application process for Florida Virtual School. It is recommended that students have a 2.0
grade point average or higher OR score at or above grade level (currently a Level 3) on
the state- required reading assessment. Consistent with statutory requirements, Level 1

and Level 2 students are required to take a reading intervention class at their zoned

school. Students wishing to take advantage of courses offered by Florida Virtual School



must follow the procedure outlined below:

1. The student must meet with the school counselor to determine if placement in the
program is academically appropriate for the student based on course prerequisites, the
student's academic history, age, and appropriateness of the course for the student.
Students enrolled in the district are subject to district policies relating to student
progression. While a district may not artificially limit a student’s_en_rotlment in online
courses offered by the school district, another school district or. FLVS if the student
would be academically eligible to enroll in the same courses in a bnck and-mortar
setting within the district, a district still has authorrty and responsrblhty to prov1de
academic guidance to their students. This 1ncludes hmltmg enrollment m courses for

which the student is not academically quahﬂ m the same manner it would limit a

student from enrolling in brick-and-mortar courses for whlch the student is not

academically qualified.

2. All applications to take a course must be eppr_oye_d_ by the student’s school

counselor prior to the start of a new sem_ester. __i;f"

3. A student may not be placed in the sa.me course concurrently at a district middle

or high school and at Flortda Vrrtual School.

4 A student vwshmg to enroll in virtual school courses during the school day must
‘declare pIanned courses pnor to May 1. This deadline may be waived under unusual

cireumstances at the discretion of the principal.

5. Scb:ool._s :ni'ay not deny placement in a course offered through Florida Virtual

School evén if the school offers the same course.

6. A student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a virtual course within 28days of
entry must enroll in enough courses at the zoned school to maintain full-time

enrollment status.
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7. To remain in the Florida Virtual School, a student must:

a. Maintain virtual attendance policies a prescribed in the virtual student

handbook.

b. Meet benchmarks, including all state required-assessments.

c. Provide his/her own transportation to their zoned school on designated test

days for all state required-assessments.

35

d. Be considered zoned-school students for'sports and extracﬁrﬁ,c}ulari .

activities.

e. Follow and maintain pace, according to‘c'd(ir__s_ge and instructor requirements.

at

Academic Integrity MVIP/eTech/Florida Virtﬁ'a_] Schoolexpectsa full commitment to academic

integrity from each student. Academic integrity means:

i Student’s workon each ajs_Signm_e;_n‘_p Willhé completely his/her own.

@ Student’s c_p_lla.br_oratiy'oa'nr.wj_th another classmate on any assignment will be pre-

appfoved by their instructor.

] Sﬁiﬂ_ents will not bfactice plagiarism in any form.
i Student’é'wil_l not allow others to copy their work.

@ Students will not misuse content from the Internet. Plagiarism is defined as follows:

copying or using ideas or words (from another person, an online classmate, or an Internet

or print source) and presenting them as your own.

Please be aware that all MVIP/eTech/Florida Virtual School instructors utilize a myriad of



technologies to check student work for authenticity including, but not limited to, the upload of
student work to Turnltln.com. In order to maintain the integrity of all grades, instructors may
choose to facilitate random oral assessments and/or face-to-face exams. If an instructor confirms
that a student has plagiarized work in any manner, the student will be subject to consequences
determined by MVIP/eTech/Florida Virtual School staff and may be removed from the course
and/or program with a failing grade. Extracurricular Activity Eligibility A full-time virtual
school student who meets specified academic and conduct requirements is éf'i'fgible to participate

in extracurricular activities at his or her zoned school.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: Florida Statutes: 120.81 (1)(a) 100132 (2) 100141 100142,
1002.415, 1002.45, 1002.455, and 1001.43, 1012.23

LAWS IMPLEMENTED: Florida Statutes: 1003 33-47, 1007.27:271, and 1008.22-25
History: Adopted: June 27, 2011 Revised: July 23, 2012, June 10,2013 -

. PROMOTION CRITERIA FOR GRADE NINE (9)- THROUGH GRADE TWELVE
i s

A All ninth grade s.'tuc'ienis must take the maximum number of courses offered
during the school day Promotion from the ninth to the tenth grade occurs when a
student has em'ned ﬁve (5) credlts toward graduation.

B. All tenth grade students must take the maximum number of courses offered
“'during the school day. Promotion from the tenth grade to the eleventh grade
oceurs when a student has earned eleven (11) credits toward graduation.

,]1

- Eleventh grade' students must take the maximum number of courses offered

A during the school day. Promotion from the eleventh grade to the twelfth grade
occurs when a student has earned seventeen (17) credits including a minimum of
two English, two mathematics, two science, and two social studies credits. A
final ,I__dECISIOH on promotion to the twelfth grade for those students who do not
meet the stated requirements rests with the high school principal.

D. Twelfth grade students should take the maximum number of courses offered
during the school day unless exempted from this requirement by the
Superintendent. Dual enrollment students who are on track to graduate with their
cohort and who are enrolled as full time dual enrollment students (12 semester
hours) may be exempt from taking the maximum number of courses during the
school day. To graduate, a student must earn a minimum of 24 credits. A
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cumulative grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, for the
credits required, is necessary for high school graduation. Students in the 2014-
2015 and 2015-2016 cohort must earn a passing score on the FSA as defined in
state statute or scores on a standardized test that are concordant with passing
scores on the FSA as defined by state statute.

The district will assist students in meeting state and district expectations for
proficiency. This assistance may include but is not limited to forgiveness
policies, summer school, special counseling, volunteer and/or peer tutors, school-
sponsored help sessions, homework hotlines, and study skills classes.

Students who have made a grade of “D” or “F” in a refuired course may replace
the grade with a grade of “C” or higher earned subséquently inithe same or
comparable course. Students who have made a grade of “D” or “F” in an elective
course must replace the grade with a grade of “C™ or higher earned subsequently
by retaking the same or comparable course or another course. Credit recovery
programs may be used for this purposey The only exceptlon to this forgiveness
policy shall be made for a student in the middle grades who takes any course for
high school credit and earns a grade of “C”, “D”, or “F”. In such cases, the policy
will allow the replacement of the grade wrth a grade,of “C” or above earned
subsequently in the same or cemparable course. In‘all'caSes of grade forgiveness,
only the new grade shall be used'in the calculation of the student’s grade point
average. Any course grade not replaced accordmg to this policy must be
included in the calculation of the cumulatlve grade point average required
for graduation. All forgiven courses and grades must be included on a student’s
transcript as an ccurat_e reflection of the student s record of achievement.

of completlon will be awarded to a student who completes the
minimum number of credits and other requirements set forth in Florida Statutes
but who is unable to earn passing scores on the FCAT 2.0/FSA or scores on a

_standardized test thatare concordant with passing scores on the FCAT 2.0/FSA,
or complete all requirements in a student progression and remedial instruction, or
achieve a cumulatlve «grade point average of a on a 4.0 scale or its equivalent.

. Any student who is entitled to a certificate of completion may elect to remain in

U the secondary school either as a full-time or part-time student for up to one (1)
"addmonal year and receive special instruction designed to remedy his or her
identified deficiencies. A student who has received a certificate of completion
who subsequently meets the requirements for a standard high school diploma
shall‘be awarded a standard diploma whenever the requirements are completed
but will only be allowed to walk at graduation one time. The awarding of a
certificate of completion is limited to those students choosing the 24-credit
general high school graduation program and is not applicable to the three-year
graduation programs.

Students in grades 9-12 must achieve at least 60% mastery of State Student
Performance Standards for each academic course for which credit is awarded.

==



Courses for credit must be listed in the State Course Code Directory. The school
district maintains a one-half credit earned system that includes courses provided
on a full year basis. One half credit shall be awarded if the student successfully
completes either the first or the second half of a full year course but fails to
successfully complete the other half. If the student successfully completes either
the first or second half of a full-year course and the averaging of the grades in
each half would result in a passing grade, the student must also meet the
attendance requirement for the course.

The School Board may require specific courses and programs of study within the
minimum credit requirements for high school graduation-and shall modify basic
courses, as necessary, to assure exceptional students the opportunlty to meet the
graduation requirements for a standard diploma. Exceptlonal students shall be
afforded the opportunity to meet the graduatton requlrements for a standard
diploma using one of the following strategles

15 Assignment of the exceptlonal § urdent to an exceptlonal educatlon class
for instruction in a basic course with the same performance standards as
those required by non-exceptional studel_)ts,_ or

2 Assignment of the ei%éptional student to a basiciéducation class for
instruction which is modified to accommodate the student’s
exceptionality. - -

(8]

The determination of Wthh of these strategles to employ shall be based
upon an assessment of the student’s needs and shall be included in the
student’s 1nd1y;__dual education plan.

4. "EModi‘ﬁ_cat_iQﬂs""fo_"cddfses:Shéll not include modifications to the curriculum
_frameworks.or student performance standards. Modifications to courses in
S exceptlonal student classes or in regular classes may include any of the

followmg

a. _,The irf;trucﬁonal time may be increased or decreased.

b. , " Instructional strategies may be varied.
1 c Special communication systems may be used by the teacher of the
& students.

d. Classroom and district test administration procedures and other

evaluation procedures may be modified as specified in Rule 6A-
1.0943, FAC, to accommodate the student’s disability.

3, A student may be awarded credit for less than 135 hours of instruction if
he or she has demonstrated mastery of the course requirements as
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provided in the student progression plan. This includes awarding credit
for courses taken in summer school, through performance based
instruction (credit recovery), block scheduling, courses taken through the
district Drop Out Prevention Program, or course modifications that
combine courses. The district school board must establish policies for
these nontraditional programs and must verify student achievement of the
course requirements in accordance with the state high school grading
system. If a school combines two courses for multiple credit during a
single instructional period, it is reccommended that the combination be
approved by the school board after analysis of the cotirse:modifications
and assurance that the course requirements are included in the
combination and that the combined course is tau0ht by instructors with
appropriate certification. i

_,r !
ik

IV.  INCORPORATION OF STUDENT PERFORMAﬁCE STANDARDS N

.r.r.r,‘

District adopted student performance standards shall be utrhzed for all secondary credit
courses as required by state statute. No student shall be granted credit unless he/she has
mastered at least 60% of the student. performance standards and satisfied other district
and state requirements. e o

V. SUBSTITUTION OF COURSES FOR THE NONELECTIVE COURSES REQUIRED
FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION %

A

B.

Career & Techmcal Educanon (CTE)

i

A student in grades 9-12 who enrolls in and satisfactorily completes a job

preparatory program may substitute credit for a portion of the required
four “) credits in English, four (4) credits in mathematics, and three (3)
credits in science. The CTE credit substituted for preparatory program
shall be on a curriculum equivalency basis as provided for in the Florida
Course Code Directory and upon the school board’s adoption of student

. »performance standards and the course(s).

# CTE course(s) substitutes shall not exceed two (2) credits in each of the

required academic subject areas of English, mathematics, and science. A
CTE course which has been used as a substitute for a required academic
credit in one subject area may not be used as a substitute for any other
subject area.

Basic Education
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L. Two years in a JROTC class (#1500450 and #1500460) waives the .5
credit physical education activity elective AND the full one-credit
performing arts requirement (also #1500480). The student must still take
the .5 credit Personal Fitness class to complete the requirement.

OR

Two years in an JROTC class (Year 1 waiver #1500450, Year 2 waiver
#1500460) satisfies the full one credit physical educatlon requirement
AND the full one-credit performing arts requirement (also #1500480)

C. Credit Acceleration Program (CAP) —Section 1003. 4293, F. S
* Asof September 2016 there are the two new option
school credit via the CAP? Currently, a studen ay ‘earn high school credit
in Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, U.S. History: or BIOIOUY Lif the student
passes the statewide, standardized end- of-course (EOC) assessment without
the requirement of enrolling in or completmg the course. Effectwe July 1,

for a student to earn high

2016, a student is allowed to earn htg school credlt in courses l‘equ1red for
high school graduation through the passage of an Advanced Placement (AP)
examination or a College Level Examination Program (CLEP). If a student
attains a passing score o an AP examination or CLEP then the school district
is required to award course credlt to the student who is not enrolled or who
has not completed the eourse L




VI. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT

A.

Attendance is required until a student’s sixteenth birthday.

No student may be awarded credit if he/she has not been in class(es) for
instruction for a minimum of 135 hours unless the student has demonstrated
mastery of the student performance standards and has adhered to the high school
attendance policy and procedures. This mastery includes courses taken in
summer school through performance based instruction, block schedullng, credit
recovery program, or course modifications that combme courses

Excused absences as determined by the district scho rd‘and as carried out by
the secondary school principal shall not be counted 1gainst the 135 hours
minimum requirement. Students must be in school unless the absence has been
excused for one of the reasons listed below, /It is the responsibility of each
student’s parent/guardian to explain the student’s absence to the school in a
manner satisfactory to the principal. Reasons for excused absences include:

L Sickness, injury, death in the immediafe féunily, or some other
insurmountable condition (up to three (3)) parent notes per semester.

2. Documented appomtments with health care professionals.

3. Documented absences for religiots instruction or religious holiday.

4, Participation in an academic class or school -sponsored activity approved
by the principal.

5. Court appearances (copy of subpoena requlred)

6. Other absences defined as excused by state statute.

For kin ergarcen throuOh -eighth crade only, absences due to other individual
circumstances may be excused by the principal. All other absences are

c0n51dered unexcused

High schoo] students who exceed a certain number of absences may be unable to
- receive credit. Pleasé check with the administration of the high school for
. specific information.

When a student in grades 7-12 accumulates over 15 unexcused absences in a
course within a semester, credit shall be withheld. Parents will be notified when
the student accumulates 5 unexcused absences in a semester. The report card will
show current absences, first semester, and second semester absences. In a year
long course, if a student fails a semester because of attendance but passes the
other semester, then the two semesters will be averaged to determine if credit for
the course will be awarded for the entire year (highest awarded grade is 60).

If extended illnesses will be in excess of six weeks, parents must notify guidance
in order to apply for homebound instruction.

i



E. Work students must be in attendance in order to receive work hours’ credit for
that day.

F. A student who has 15 unexcused absences within any semester shall be
considered truant and reported to proper authorities. The Department of Highway
Safety may not issue and shall suspend any previously issued driver’s license or
learner’s license for any such minor student. The school district will notify
DHSMYV when a student who is eligible for driving privileges reaches 15
unexcused absences within any semester.

sed Students will have
1sed absence.

G. Out-of-school suspension absences will be considered ex¢
the same period of time to submit make up work for an’

H. Students are not counted absent due to in- schoo spension or.school sponsored
activities. L

L The School Board is authorized to establ h requ1rements for hlgh school
graduation in excess of the minimum requlrements An'increase in the academic
credit or minimum grade point average requirements shall not apply to students in
grades 9-12 at the time of the increase. Any increase in academic credit or
minimum grade point average requirements must not app!y to a student who earns
credit toward graduation requlrements for equwalent courses taken through dual
enrollment. : g

Vil. AUTHORIZED TIME FOR PROVIDING NONINSTRUCTIONAL
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE MINIMUM PERIOD OF INSTRUCTION

/’ 4

At the discretion of the 'seéondary' pn’ncipal the 15 hours, which is the difference between
the 150 full credit definition and the 135 hour minimum requirement, may be used for
non-igistructional extracurricular activities. These may include, but not limited to, such
activities as pep rallies, non- academlc activities, special events, etc., that are approved by
g econdary prmmpal =

Should make-up Work be required, students shall comply with the school’s procedures for
making up missed work.



viil.

IX.

Xl.

DETERMINATION OF MASTERY OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

A student will have demonstrated mastery of the student performance standards for a
district approved course when through a combination of teacher observations, classroom
assignments, and/or student assessment, it has been determined that a student has attained
at least a passing score/grade of 60 percent for the course.

PARTICIPATION IN INTERSCHOLASTIC EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

To be eligible to participate in interscholastic extracurricular student activities, a student
must maintain a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 on .0 unwelghted scale through
the end of the previous semester as required by Floridd'Law. For sixth, seventh, and
eighth grade students, a participant must have beensregularly promoted from the previous
grade, carry a normal class load, do satisfacto sroomi'?iwork, and maintain a
satisfactory conduct record. %

All students who participate in interscholastic extracuhiéular activities must maintain
satisfactory conduct, and, if a student.is convicted of, or is found-to have committed a
felony or a delinquent act which would have been a felony 1f committed by an adult,
regardless of whether adjudication is w1thheld the student’ g partlclpatlon in
interscholastic extracurricular activities is contingent upon established school board
policy. Students must meet such other requirements for participation as may be
established by the school d1stnct and the Flonda High School Activities Association
(FHSAA). o W

DUAL CREDIT

A & Studérﬁé Wﬁb satisfébtdﬁly complete approved college level dual enrollment
. courses listed in the [/orida Course Code Directory shall receive both high
. .school and college credit.

B. "ngh school ‘courses taken in grade 8 and below and that are designated in the
Florida Course Code Directory as grade 9-12 may be used to satisfy high school
graduatlon requirements. The course shall also meet the annual requirements for
promotion.

REMEDIAL OR COMPENSATORY COURSE FOR CREDITS

A The district will attempt to identify students in grades 9-12 who are earning grade
point averages less than that required for graduation and to provide assistance to
these students.
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Up to nine (9) remedial/compensatory courses listed in the Florida Course Code
Directory may be used as elective credit for meeting graduation requirements. No
more than one credit in exploratory vocational courses or three credits in practical
arts family and consumer science classes may be granted toward high school
graduation.

Remedial and compensatory courses taken in grades 9—-12 may only be counted as
elective credit.

Xll.  ALTERNATIVES TO STANDARD HIGH SCHOOL GRADUAT!ON

A.

Students failing the FCAT 2.0/FSA will be remechated and/or retested at the same
time designated by the state during the eleventh or twelfth grade or the summer
following the twelfth grade. Seniors who have the required credits and GPA for
graduation but do not have a passing score on the ECAT 2.0/FSA have the option
to take either the ACT or SAT and obtain the reqmred state passing scores. A
student who elects to not take these alternative assessments or does not obtain the
required scores may participate in graduation exercises and receive a certificate of
completion. These students would be ell glble to attend summer school and re-
take the FSA. 0 e, &

Students who are in danger of not meeting state assessment or credit requirements
for graduation may:become a candidate to participate in a credit earning / credit
recovery p ,gram ‘with Smart Horizons Career Online High School. The High
School i accredlted private school that provides virtual courses for students,

1t may. transfer. from Hamilton County High School to the Smart Horizons
Career Online High School and receive a diploma from the school. The current
requirements for graduation from Smart Horizons Career Online High School

“include 18 credits in specific courses with a minimum of 4 Career Elective credits

earned while enrolled in Smart Horizons. Courses taken at Hamilton County
High School can be tfansferred to Smart Horizons at any point for meeting

. graduation requirements for Smart Horizons. Courses (both credit recovery and
" for initial credit) taken at Smart Horizons can be transferred to Hamilton County

High:School for meeting graduation requirements. Students who complete the
requirements for graduat1 on from the Smart Horizons Career Online High School
as a part of an approved safety net program by the administration of the high
school will be permitted to participate in the district’s high school graduation
ceremony.

XIll. TRANSFER CREDITS

A,

State Uniform Transfer of Students in the Middle Grades. The purpose of this
rule is to establish uniform procedures relating to the acceptance of transfer work
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and courses for students entering Florida’s public schools composed of middle
grades 6, 7, and 8 from out of state or out of country. The procedures shall be as
follows:

1

Grades earned and offered for acceptance shall be based on official
transcripts and shall be accepted at face value subject to validation if
required by the receiving school’s accreditation. If validation of the
official transcript is deemed necessary, or if the student does not possess
an official transcript or is a home education student, successful completion
of courses shall be validated through performance d g:the first grading
period as outlined in subsection (2) of this rule.

Validation of courses shall be based on perférmance in classes at the
receiving school. A student transferring into a,school shall be placed at the
appropriate sequential course level and should be passing each required
course at the end of the first grading period, Students who do not meet this
requirement shall have courses yalidated using the Alternative Validation

Procedure, as outlined in subséction (3) of this rule.

Alternative Validation Procedure. If validation based on performance as
described above is not satisfactory, then any onesof the following
alternatives identified 'i.;i'the‘_'district student progression plan shall be used
for validation purposes ‘as detemni'ned_by._the? teacher, principal, and parent:

a. Portfolio evaluatidi_} by the sup‘f'érintendent or designee;

b. 4 Demonstrated performarice in courses taken at other public or
. private accredited schools;

[+ Demonstrated proficiencies on nationally-normed standardized
i subject.area assessments;

d Demop.sfrated proficiencies on the FSA; or

€. Written review of the criteria utilized for a given subject provided
* by the former school.

Students must be provided at least ninety (90) days from date of transfer to
prepare for assessments outlined in paragraphs (3)(c) and (d) of this rule if
required.

State Uniform Transfer of High School Credits. The purpose of this rule is to
establish uniform procedures relating to the acceptance of transfer work and credit
for students entering Florida’s public schools. The procedures shall be as follows:
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Credits and grades earned and offered for acceptance shall be based on
official transcripts and shall be accepted at face value subject to validation
if required by the receiving school’s accreditation. If validation of the
official transcript is deemed necessary, or if the student does not possess
an official transcript or is a home education student, credits shall be
validated through performance during the first grading period as outlined
in subsection (2) of this rule.

Validation of credits shall be based on performance in classes at the
receiving school. A student transferring into a school shall be placed at the
appropriate sequential course level and should have a minimum grade
point average of at the end of the first gradmg penod Students who do not
meet this requirement shall have credits validated using the Alternative
Validation Procedure, as outlined i in subsectlon (3) of this mle 2

Alternative Validation Procedur tIf Vahdatlon based on perfomlance as
described above is not satlsfactory,:-then any one of the following
alternatives shall be used for validation purposes as determined by the
teacher, principal, and parent -

a. Portfolio evaluatlon by the supermtendent or designee;

b. Written recommendatlon by a Florlda certified teacher selected by
the parent and approved by the'principal;

4 Demcn’strated perfor‘mance in courses taken through dual
. enrollment or at other public or private accredited schools;

d. Demonstrated Zpreﬁciencies on nationally-normed standardized

subject.area assessments;
e. . Demonstrated proficiencies on the FSA; or

f | Written review of the criteria utilized for a given subject provided
by the former school.

'_;"f.’_S'tﬁdents must be provided at least ninety (90) days from date of transfer to
#" prepare for assessments outlined in paragraphs (3)(d) and (e) of this rule if

required.

Requirements of the school shall not be retroactive for transfer students provided
the student has met all requirements of the school district or state from which he
or she is transferring. Students who enter a Florida public school at the eleventh
or twelfth grade from out-of-state or from a foreign country shall not be required
to spend additional time in a Florida public school in order to meet the high
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school course requirements for the school district, state, or country from which he
or she is transferring. Such students who are not proficient in English should
receive immediate and intensive instruction in English language acquisition.
However, to receive a standard high school diploma, a transfer student must earn
a grade point average and pass the grade 10 FSA or alternative assessment as
specified in state statute.

i Students who have met all requirements for the standard high school
diploma except for passage of the grade 10 FSA or an alternative
assessment by the end of grade 12 must be provided the opportunity to
participate in an accelerated high school equivalency diploma preparation
during the summer, upon receipt of a certificate of completion be allowed
to take the Common Placement Test (CPT); Y "Postsecondary Education
Readiness Test (PERT) and be admitted to the remedial ot credit courses
at a state community college as appropriate; or part1c1pat10n (if available)
in an adult general education program as provided in state statute for such
time as the student requires to master Enghsh reading, mathématics, or
any other subject required for hi gh school graduation. Students attending
adult basic, adult secondary, or vocational-preparatory instruction are
exempt from any requirement for payment of tuition and fees, including
lab fees. A student attgnding an adult general education program shall
have the opportunity to take the grade 10 FSA an unlimited number of
times in order to receive a standard hi gh school diploma.

2. Students who have been enrollecl in an ESOL program for less than two
school years and have met all requirements for the standard high school
dlploma except for passage of the grade 10 FSA or alternative assessment

may teceive immersion English language instruction during the summer
Afollowmg the senior year. Students receiving such instruction are eligible

____to take the ESA or alternate assessment and receive a standard high school

e diploma upon passage of the grade 10 FSA or the alternate assessment.
This shall be implemented to the extent funding is provided in the General
Appropriations ‘Act.

The Superintendent or designee shall be responsible for notifying all
. students of the consequences of failure to receive a standard diploma,
~including the potential ineligibility for financial assistance at
" postsecondary educational institutions.

XIV. DUAL ENROLLMENT GRADES 9-12 WITH COMMUNITY COLLEGES OR
UNIVERSITIES AND ACCELERATED GRADUATION OPTIONS

A At the beginning of each school year parents of students in or entering high school
must be notified of the opportunity and benefits of advanced placement,
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International Baccalaureate, Advanced International Certificate of Education, dual
enrollment, and Florida Virtual School Courses when the program is available
within the district. The dual enrollment program is defined as the enrollment of
an eligible secondary student or home education student in a postsecondary
course creditable toward high school completion and a career and technical
certificate or an associate or baccalaureate degree. An eligible secondary student
is a student who is enrolled in a Florida public secondary school or in a Florida
private secondary school, which is in compliance with state statute. Students
enrolled in postsecondary instruction that is not creditable toward the high school
diploma shall not be classified as dual enrollments. Students who are eligible for
dual enrollment shall be permitted to enroll in dual enrollment courses conducted
during school hours, after school hours, and during the summer term. Vocational-
preparatory instruction, college-preparatory instrug "en and other forms of
precollegiate instruction, as well as physical education courses that focus on the
physical execution of a skill rather than the mtellectual attributes of the activity,
are ineligible for the inclusion in the dual enrollment program. Recreatlon and
leisure studies courses shall be evaluate; "'md1v1dualiy in the same manner as
physical education courses for potent:al 1nclu510n in the program.

Students in grades 9-12 (or the grade levels approved in institutional agreement
with the postsecondary institution) who are dually enrolléd in approved college
level courses may earn credit toward both a high school diploma and an associate
or baccalaureate degree. Students must be awarded credit toward hi gh school
graduation requirements for courses taken throuOh dual enrollment as identified in
state statute. All dual enrollment courses will receive weighting equivalent to
advanced placement courses when calculatmg GPA unless otherwise mandated by
state guidelir

No student receiving instruction tinder the provision of dual enrollment shall be
charged registraﬁén, matriculation, textbook, or tuition fees. An entrance
examination score is required by colleges and universities. Deadlines for
registrations 'wilI be :co'r'nn'iunicated to the students.

— For admlssmn of a 9 12 (or the grade levels approved in institutional agreement
: .-Wlth the postsecondary institution) student into the dual enrollment program, the
ladrmmstratlon of the program and implementation of the program shall comply
with state Statute and the terms of the agreement between the Hamilton County
School Board and the community college or university.

All students making application for dual enrollment programs must have prior
approval of the principal or his/her designee.

The following guidelines are the conditions for dual enrollment in the program as
adopted by the State Board of Education:
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Student qualifications to be enrolled in dual enrollment courses include the
demonstration of a readiness for college-level coursework if the student is
enrolled in college courses, readiness for career-level coursework if the
student is to be enrolled in career courses, and in addition to the common
placement examination scores necessary for enrollment in dual enrollment
courses the student must have a 3.0 unweighted GPA for college credit
and a unweighted GPA for career certificate dual enrollment courses. Any
other qualifications required by the community college must be included
in the interinstitutional articulation agreement developed to ensure student
readiness for postsecondary instruction. These additjonalarequirements
shall not arbitrarily prohibit students who have demonstrated the ability to
master advanced courses from participating in _enrollment courses.

A student must clear community collegecourses for dual enrollment credit
in advance with the Hamilton County High"School guldance department
chairperson. Prerequisite courses in English and mathematics may be
required. Minimum college readiness test scores may also bé required as
stated in the interinstitutional agreement with the community college for
placement in specific courses for dual enrollment.

/her high school course load to correspond with
the number of college lwvel courses taken. This provision may be waived
by the Superintendent or their demgnee if it'is in the best interest of the
student’s educational plan .

A student ls':required to exlt"campus at times when he/she is not in an
igned class at Hamilton County High School unless prior agreement is
w1th the prmc1pal or his/her designee.

Al Hamllton County ngh School rules, policies, and procedures are in
: '-:r-iﬂfeﬁ'ect for courses taken in the dual enrollment program.

The enrollment form must be signed by the student, parent, guidance
department chairperson, and principal.

Career dual enrollment shall be provided as a curricular option for

" secondary students to pursue in order to earn a series of elective credits

" toward the high school diploma. Career dual enrollment shall be available
* for secondary students seeking a degree or certificate from a complete
career-preparatory program and shall not be used to enroll students in
isolated career courses.

All secondary school students shall be informed of dual enrollment as an
educational option and mechanism for acceleration. Students shall be
informed of eligibility criteria, the option for taking dual enrollment
courses beyond the regular school year, and the minimum academic
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credits required for graduation. The demand of dual enrollment and other
advanced courses shall be annually assessed and the school board shall
consider strategies and programs to meet the demand and include access to
dual enrollment on the high school campus whenever possible.

Alternative grade calculation, weighted systems, or information regarding
student education options which discriminate against dual enrollment
courses are prohibited.

The school district, community college, or state university may conduct advanced
placement instruction within dual enrollment courses. Eachijoint.dual enrollment
and advanced placement course shall be incorporated within and subject to the

provisions of the district interinstitutional articulation.dgreement. The agreement

shall be awarded as either dual enrollment or advanced placement credit, based on
student preference. An award of advanced placement credit must be limited to
students who score a minimuri:of 3 on a 5-pont scale onithe Advanced Placement
Examination. No student sha]l claim'double credit based on the completion of a
single joint dual enrollment and advanced placement course, nor shall nay student
be required to complete the Advanced Placement Examination.

..J

The school distnct shall provide each student in grades 6-9 and their parents with
information concemmg the three-year.and four-year high school options including
the respe"" ive curriculum requirements for those options, so that the students and
their parents may select the’ program that best fits their needs. This information
shaH mclude a nmeframe for achieving each graduation option.

The selectlon of one of the graduation options must be completed by the student
prior to the end of grade 9 and is exclusively up to the student and parent, subject

(i to the requ1rement5 of state statute. If a student enters the public school system
*_after grade 9 upon transfer from a private school or another state or who was

"prevented from choosing a graduation option due to illness shall have until the
end of the first semester of grade 10 to choose an option. If the student and parent
fail to select a graduation option, the student shall be considered to have selected
the 24 general requirements for high school graduation.

The Hamilton School District shall not establish requirements for accelerated
three-year high school graduation options in excess of the requirements of state
statute for the three-year standard college preparatory program or three-year
career preparatory program.
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A student who meets all requirements of an accelerated graduation option shall be
awarded a standard diploma in a form prescribed by the State Board of Education.
Students selecting one of the three-year graduation options shall have the same
opportunities as students graduating in the four-year program including eligibility
for valedictorian, salutatorian, Talented 20, and Bright Futures. However, if a
student in a three-year program qualifies for valedictorian or salutatorian, they
will be recognized in addition to the valedictorian or salutatorian of the four-year
program.

XV. GRADUATION FROM EARLY ADMISSION AND ADVANCED STUDIES

PROGRAMS

A.

Any student recommended for admission to the ear]y admlssmn and advanced
studies program, as provided in Section 6A-1.095(2) of State Board of Educatlon
Regulations, shall have a superior academic record of B or better (3. 0 GPA on a
4.0 scale) and shall be recommended b/ the principal, guidance department
chairperson, and the superintendent for admlssmn to such program. No student
shall be admitted to the advanced studies progra.m w1th0ut the approval of the
school board in formal sessum : ;

The student must have been accep't'e'd'bjf a pqs_t_scconﬁary institution authorized by
Florida Law or accredited by the Southern ‘Association of Colleges and Schools
after satisfactory completion of twenty (20) credits after having passed the FSA.

When the a “"ve stated conditions have been met, the student may be awarded a
aduation with his or her regular class or at a time convenient to the
pnnClpa prowded that:

LagitasThe student has completed two (2) college semesters or equivalent with

'norrnal class Ioad and maintained at least a C average or equivalent, or

& b 2. The s’ru'dent has earned sufficient college credits to fulfill graduation

requirements as specified by the school board.

XVI. GRADUATION HONORS

H.

Honors, foreign languages, pre-calculus, and calculus courses will receive a
weighted evaluation for the grade point average to determine class rank.
Weighted classes will be given an additional quality point if the course is passed
(A -5 points, B - 4 points, C - 3 points, and D - 2 points). Advanced Placement
and dual enrollment courses will receive 2 additional quality points if the course
1s passed.
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¢ Effective for a student who graduates in the 2016-2017 school year, a
student’s biliteracy is signified on a high school diploma and transcript either
as a Gold Seal of Biliteracy or a Silver Seal of Biliteracy. “Gold” means the
highest level of competency certified by the Florida Seal of Biliteracy
Program. “Silver” means the second-highest level of competency certified by
the Florida Seal of Biliteracy Program.

Honor graduates will be chosen for class rank on a four
classes) quality point scale from all courses taken in grades 9-12 and high school
course credits earned in grades 7 and 8. The rank will'be calculated after the third
nine weeks grades are issued and will include all ddal enrollment final grades for
the second semester and third nine weeks grades:: All grades, 'i'riélud_i_ng virtual or
credit recovery, must be completed no later ¢ ¢ last day of the dual .~
enrollment courses for consideration in the'cal culation of class rank. Honor
graduates will be announced at honorsaight., The Talented 20 designations will
be given to those students whose cumulative GPA'ranks in the top twenty percent
of qualified students. K

five, or six (weighted

If more than 10 students haveja GPA of 4.0 or above, all of these students will be
included on the program. A valedictorian.and salutatorian will be identified by
the highest and second highest weighted grade poiit average. To qualify for
either of these two honors, a student:must be enrolled at Hamilton County High
School in the senior class for the entire year beginning the first day of school.

For a student to be cé_ﬁ_éidered for the summa cum laude and magna cum laude
honorsyhe/she must take the academic courses to be considered for the Florida
Scholars” awards, -These include the following;

~““Four (4) English (3-with substantial writing)

Four (4) Mathematics (Algebra I and above)

Three (3) Nattiral Science (2 with substantial lab)
Three (3) Social Science

Two (2) Foreign Languages (in the same language)

Studénts___ mﬁst also earn the minimum score on each subsection of the CPT, SAT,
or ACT Minimum scores are:

PERT: Reading 106 SAT: Verbal 440  ACT: English 17
Writing 103 Math 440 Reading 19
Mathematics 114 Read/Write 430 Math 19

Students who do not meet the requirements to be considered for summa cum
laude or magna cum laude honors will be recognized as cum laude graduates.
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XVII  INTERINSTITUTIONAL ARTICULATION AGREEMENTS

The following scale will be used to designate honor graduates:

Summa Cum Laude 4.0 GPA and above
Magna Cum Laude 3.75-3.999 GPA
Cum Laude 3.50 -3.749 GPA

Grade point averages will be calculated by the MIS system in use by the Hamilton
School District to four (4) decimal places with no rounding.

The Superintendent and President of North Florida: Comm _,ty-_College shall
jointly develop and implement a comprehensive?: articulated acceleranon program
for district students enrolled in the commumty colleoe s program.- An articulation
committee shall be established for the purpose of developmg this agreement

The district interinstitutional articulation must be compIeted before the high
school registration for the fall term of the followmGr school year. The agreement
must include, but is not limited to the following:

1. Ratification of all existmdarticulation agreements

2 Delineation of courses and programs avallable to students eligible to
partlmpate in dual enrollment This delineation must include a plan for the
commuinity college to provide guidance services to participating students

8 selectlon of courses in the dual enrollment program. The plan must

¢ that each dual enrollment student is encouraged to identify a

pos secondary education objective with which to guide the course
_....selection. At a minimum, each student’s plan should include a list of
““ courses that will result in the Applied Technology Diploma, An Associate
in'Science degree, or an Associate in Arts degree. If the student identifies
a baccalaureate degree as the objective, the plan must include courses that
will meet the general education requirements and any prerequisite
requirements for entrance into a selected baccalaureate degree program.

Delineation of the process by which students and their parents are
‘informed about opportunities to participate in articulated acceleration
programs

(8]

4. Process by which students and their parents exercise their option to
participate in an articulated acceleration program

3. High school credits earned for completion of dual enrollment course
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6. Postsecondary courses that meet the criteria for inclusion in the district
articulated acceleration program to be counted toward meeting graduation
requirements of state statue.

7. Eligibility criteria for student participation in dual enrollment courses and
programs
8. Institutional responsibilities regarding student screening prior to

enrollment and monitoring student performance subsequent to enrollment
in dual enrollment courses and programs Sy

9. Identify the instructional quality criteria dual er ollment courses and
programs that are to be judged and a delineafion of institutional
responsibilities for the maintenance of instructional quality.

10. Delineate instructional responsibilities for assuming the cost Qf dual
enrollment courses and programs including responsibilities for student
instructional materials ' o A

I1. Responsibility for providing student tran"sp(')'rtationl when the dual
enrollment is conducteéd-at a facility other than the high school campus

12, Process for converting Egllege credlt hours earned through dual enrollment
and early admission programs to high school credit based on mastery of
course outcomes o

XVIIl ARTICULATED ACCELERATION MECHANISMS

A

The articulated g':i'c:éeleration shﬁll be available and will serve to shorten the time

“necessary for a student to complete the requirements associated with a high school

diploma and a postsecondary degree, broaden the scope of curricular options
available to students ‘or increase the depth of study available for a particular

~ subject. This shall include but not be limited to dual enrollment, early admission,
" advanced placement, credit by examination, the International Baccalaureate (IB)

program, and the Advanced International Certificate of Education Program.
Credit earned through the Florida Virtual School shall provide additional
opportunities for early graduation and acceleration.

Home education students may participate in dual enrollment, career and technical
dual enrollment, early admission, and credit by association. Credit earned by
home education students through dual enrollment shall apply toward the
completion of a home education program that meets the requirements of state
statute.
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Early admission shall be in the form of dual enrollment through which eligible
secondary students enroll in a postsecondary institution in courses that are
creditable toward the high school diploma and the associate or baccalaureate
degree. Students enrolled are exempt from the payment of registration,
matriculation, and lab fees.

Advanced placement (AP) is the enrollment of an eligible secondary student in a
course offered by the Advanced Placement Program administered by the College
Board. Postsecondary credit for an AP course shall be awarded to students who
score a minimum of 3 on a 5-pont scale on the corresponding AP.exam. Students
shall be exempt from the payment of any fees for administration of the
examination regardless of whether or not the student achieves a passing score on
the examination. W

Credit by examination shall be the program thfough which postééééndarycredit is
earned based on the receipt of a specified piinimum score on nationally”
standardized general or subject area ex; ations. The State Board‘of Education

states minimum scores required for an award of credit in the statewide articulation
agreement. s

International Baccalaureate (IB).is the curriculum whereby students are enrolled
in a program of studies offered-,thrk)'qghrthe IB Progrlgi_m administered by the IB
office. The State Board of Education has established rules that specify the cutoff
scores and IB Examination that will be used to grant postsecondary credit at
community colleges and universities. Students shall be awarded a maximum of
30 semester credit hours. Students shall be exempt from payment of any fees for
administration of the examinations regatdless of whether or not the student
achieves’a passing score on the examination.

The Advanced International Certificate of Education Program (AICE) and the
_nternational General'Certificate of Secondary Education (pre-AICE) Program

~ shall be the curricula‘in which eligible secondary students are enrolled in
programs of study offered through the AICE Program or the pre-AICE Program

» administered by the University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate. The
* State Board of Education shall establish rules, which specify the cutoff scores and

the AICE examinations which will be used to grant postsecondary credit, shall
apply to students taking AICE examinations after such rules are adopted by the
State Board of Education. Any such rules, which have the effect of raising the
requited cutoff score or changing the AICE examinations which will be used to
grant postsecondary credit, shall apply to students taking AICE examinations after
such rules are adopted by the State Board of Education. Students shall be
awarded a maximum of 30 semester credit hours. The specific course for which a
student receives such credit shall be determined by the community college or
university that accepts the student for admission. Students enrolled in either
program of study shall be exempt from the payment of any fees for administration
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of the examinations regardless of whether the student achieves a passing score on
the examination.

H. Any student who earns 9 or more credits from one or more of the acceleration
mechanisms provided for in this section is exempt from any requirement of a
public postsecondary educational institution mandating enrollment during a
summer term.

L; Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learmng (ACCEL) Option —
Section 1002.3105(5), F.S.

Whatisthedistinctionbetweenthe18- credltACCELoptlonandthe24 cred1topt10n9

e Three elective credits instead of eight,

* Physical education is not required, and .+

* Online course is not required. AllFother. oraduatlon requlrements for a 24-
credit standard diploma must be met based on ‘Grade 9 cohort year per s.
1003.4282(3)(a)-(e), F.S. -

e Also open to students u;i;til;rdris‘abiliti es and 5™ 3?&}3? high school students.
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PHASE V
ADULT SCHOOL

GENERAL GUIDELINES

The primary goal of the Hamilton County adult education program is to reduce illiteracy
and under-education among adults in Hamilton County. Basic educational skills are
considered requisite to effective citizenship and productive employment.

The Hamilton County School Board’s Code of Student C
enrolled in the Adult Education Program.

A

uct é:pplligs to students

ELIGIBLE STUDENTS

Persons age 16 or older who are legall péiated frdrﬁ'the regular sjchool
program of the public schools are eligible for adult education.

EXPELLED STUDENTS

Students who have been expelf':qd fromthe _{egu_l_a;sgirlool program cannot enter
the adult education program during the period of expulsion without permission
from the Hamilton School Board. -

FEES

Matricglatioii_ior tuition fees based on current state statute shall be charged for
GED preparatory instruction for those eligible students who do not have a high

_school diploma oritsiequivalent or; who have a high school diploma but their

academic skills are at or below the eighth grade level.

. PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

“In order for a student to be enrolled in the Adult Education Program, the student

milst“meet all of the following requirements:

1. # .'Provide a valid copy of Social Security Card.

2. Provide a copy of the Withdrawal Form from last secondary school
attended if under the age of 18.

3. Complete the district Registration Form prior to entrance testing.

4. Take Entrance Exams (Locator and TABE Test).

5 Complete 12 hours of instruction.

6. Upon completion of steps 1-6 above, pay $45 tuition fee per one semester.
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. HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY DIPLOMA (GED - GENE}
DEVELOPMENT TEST)

A

78 Students who have not met all the requirements above at the end of the 12
hours of instruction will not be allowed to continue receiving class
instruction.

DRIVER LICENSE LAW

All district policies relating to the Driver License law as in current state statutes

are in effect.

As provided by Florida law, candidates for a‘high school equivalency diploma
shall be at least eighteen (18) years of age on the date of the examination except
under extraordinary circumstances sixteen (16) and seventeen (17) year olds may
be permitted to take the GED. g

L. Extraordinary circumstances wherein sixfééﬁ and seventeen year olds may
be permitted to take the GED are defined as follows:

Need for full—tim:é,empiéyfhéﬁt'dué to serious illness or death of a

a.
family member who provided economic support
b. 4 'Marﬁa‘ge
Side, I'ih.:ﬁediate need for high school diploma for exceptional
. employment or academic opportunity
e. ¢ -‘l\/ﬁlita‘% service
f. - A sixteen or seventeen year old who has been counseled along
% with the parents or guardian and still refuses to attend regular high
{ school and withdraws may be permitted to take the GED test
p provided he or she enrolls in the adult education program and takes
the GED Review and High School Review Courses.
2. Candidates who are sixteen or seventeen years old shall reside or attend

school in the district in which the examination is administered unless
permission is granted by the superintendent of schools in the candidate’s
district of residence.
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3. The final approval for sixteen or seventeen year olds to take the test shall
be made by the superintendent or his designee.

Students sixteen years of age or older who are enrolled in the regular day program
of the high school may be eligible for the GED Performance Based Option
program.

The GED test shall be administered two-four times based on demand each school
year if the district is an approved testing site. Students will be,given information
concerning area testing sites including times and dates for te ing.

A candidate who fails to attain the required minimum.¢ on the initial GED
testing may retake the tests at any subsequent testing'sessio
testing, a candidate shall be eligible to retake the tests at any __?_Vs’_cquent session if
an overall minimum standard score is achieved as set by the GED Testing

Program. A candidate who fails to meet the minim

um standard score shall not be
eligible to retake the tests for a period ¢ F

9

(6) months

The GED diploma is the State of Florida Pﬁgﬁ_‘SCBool Diploma and upon
successful completion he/she will not be eligibléit'o"return_to school seeking a
high school diploma. e Tl




PHASE VI
EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT

I GENERAL PROCEDURES FOR STUDENT PROGRESSION DECISIONS FOR
EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION

A This document applies only to those students who have met the ¢riteria and have
been staffed into an Exceptional Student Education Program. Placement into an
Exceptional Student Education Program is in accordance with State Statutes
1003.01, 1003.57 and 1003.571, State Board of Educatlon Rule 6A-6.03411, and
local rules and procedures as reﬂected in the Spec1a1 Program a.nd Procedures
Document for Hamilton County. :

%

B. Categorical Exceptional Student Education Programs.
1, Autism Spectrum Disorder
2, Deaf or Hard- of—Hearmg
3. Developmentally Delayed (Age 0-5)
4. Dual-Sensory Impalrments )
5. Emotional/Behavioral Dlsab1l1ty
6. Gifted
7. Homebound or Hospltallzed
8. Intellectual Disability
9. Language Impairment

10. Orthopedic Impairment

Ll Other Health Tmpairment

12 Specific Learning Disability
13" Speech Impairment

14. Traumatic Brain Injury

15.  Visual Impairment

Il.  Admission and Placement
REQUIRED COMPONENTS

A, Eligibility for Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Services 1003.43
(11)(a)F.S.

All students having difficulty meeting promotional requirements shall be
monitored carefully by the Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) Intervention
Team or its equivalent. Eligibility for an Exceptional Student Education program
may be considered upon completion of appropriate intervention and activities.



State law requires that students with learning problems in reading and/or math or
behavior that interferes with Iearmng must have been on an intervention plan for a
reasonable amount of time prior to beginning the referral for Exceptional Student
Education.

Hamilton County School District has defined the reasonable length of time as a
minimum of 45 school days for most students. Exceptions do apply in
extreme/emergency situations, and when sensory 1mpa1rments exist. Evaluation
must be completed within 60 days that the student is in attendance. Ehg1b111ty for
Exceptional Student Education is determined by the staffing committee in
accordance with current eligibility criteria as defined in the Exceptional Student
Policies and Procedures (SP&P) located on the Florida Department of Education
website at http://beess.fcim.org/sppDistrictDoc Searc] a‘sm "

B. Placement of Students with Disabilities enrolled in xceptlonai Swdent Education

(ESE).

termme the appropriate ESE program
placement for students with disabilitiés based on thelr individual needs. School
administrators use this information to determine classroom(s) and teacher(s) to
which the student will be assigned. An ESE teachet.or other service provider in
the Least Restrictive Env1ronment (LRE) as determined by the TEP team will
provide specially designed i ms._' ction:-In most cases, this will be in the regular
education classroom with their non- dlsabled peers; but some ESE students may
require instruction in a separate envnronment for a portion of the day.

Individual Education Plan (IEP) teams de

1. lndividualized_Ediicdfifd@jPlan {IEP) | ¥

.REQ[HREI)CCm{P6$HQ¢TST39,
A InleldualEdUCatlonalplan

Each student placed into an exceptional student program shall have an individual
= educational plan, which is reviewed and updated at least annually. “The term

*‘individual educational plan’ or ‘IEP’ means a written statement for each child
w1th a dlsablhty that is developed, reviewed, and revised in accordance with this
sec‘non and that includes

i

1. A statement of the child’s present levels of academic performance and
functional behavior, including

a. How the child’s disability affects the child’s involvement and
progress in the general curriculum, or

b. For preschool children, as appropriate, how the disability affects
the child’s participation in appropriate activities.
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A statement of measurable annual goals, which may include benchmarks
or short-term objectives, related to

a. Meeting the child’s needs that result from the child’s disability to
enable the child to be involved in and progress in the general
curriculum; and

b. Meeting each of the child’s other educational needs that result
from the child’s disability. &

A statement of the special education and related servlces and
supplementary aids and services to be provzded to the chlld or on behalf
of the child, and a statement of the program accommodatlons and/or
modifications that school personnel ‘provided for the child.

a. To advance appropriate ard attaining annual goals;

b. To be involved and progress in 'tHe general curriculum in
accordance with clause (1) and to partlmpate in extracurricular and
other nonacadermc act1v1t1es and

g To be educated and parttmpate with other children with disabilities
and non-disabled chlldren in the activities described in this
paragraph :

An explanatlon of the extent 1f any, to which the child will not participate
@Wlth non-disabled chﬂdren in the regular class and in the activities
descnbed in'clause (3)

: 'i%'-f,"A statement of any individual accommodations in the administration of

State or dlStI‘lCt—Wlde assessments of student achievement that are needed
in order for the child to participate in such assessment; and

a. If the IEP Team determines that the child will not participate in a
- particular State or district-wide assessment of student achievement
(or part of such an assessment), a statement of
1. why that assessment is not appropriate for the child; and

2. how the child will be assessed.

Additional requirements related to IEP development may be found in Rule
6A-6.03028, Florida Administrative Code (FAC).



The annual goals and objectives for exceptional students are stated in the
individual educational plan (TEP) for each student. Each year an IEP
review conference is held to which parents are invited and encouraged to
attend. The purpose of this conference is to review student achievement
and to formulate goals and objectives for the following year. For students
fourteen (14) and over, in addition to reviewing student achievement, an
additional purpose would be to discuss transition for post secondary
environments. Beginning at age fourteen (14) students are also invited to
the IEP meeting.

1v. Curriculum and Instruction

A. Instructional Accommodations for Exceptional Student Education (ESE)
Students. £ %
Accommodations are changes to the way a student with disabilities accesses
curriculum, demonstrated learning, or how he or she is tested. Accommodations
do not change the content to the standards, but may require a changé of
instructional methods, materials, assignments, time demands and schedules,
learning environments, and special communication systems or assistive
technologies. These accommodations must be de\'}'eloped and documented on the
student’s IEP. :

B. Most students with disabilities can achieve general state content standards
pursuant to rule 6A-109401, F.AC .Effective accommodations must be in place
to support involvement of students with disabilities in general education.
Exceptional students who are using general state content standards to attain a
standard diploma will have to meet the same requirements. The student’s
Individdal Education Plan (IEP) will address the areas of academic need and
accommodations to the general curriculum. Students with disabilities participate
in the district’s K-12 Comprehensive Reading Plan and supplemental intensive

“instructional supports as appropriate.

. The general state confent standards are the foundation of curriculum, instruction,
_»and assessment for all Florida students. However, students with significant

" cognitive disabilities utilize Access Points to access the general curriculum.
Access Points consist of foundation skills that are clearly linked to the general
education content. The content is reduced in depth and complexity to provide
access to the standards, while still providing rigor and challenging academic
expectations. Access Points were developed with three levels of complexity to
ensure that all students have access to the general state content standards. The
three levels of complexity are Independent, Supported and Participatory.

D. ESE students who are utilizing the Access Points for Students with Significant
Cognitive Disabilities will participate in the Alternate Assessment based on
Alternate Achievement Standards (AA-AAS). TEP Teams are responsible for
determining whether students with disabilities will be instructed on Florida
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Standards and assessed with the Florida Standards Assessment (FSA)/End of
Course (EOC) assessments or on Access Points and assessed with the AA-AAS
based on criteria outlined in Rule 6A-1.0943(4), Florida Administrative Code

(F.A.C.) Parents must sign consent for their student to receive instruction on
Access Points.

V. REPORT OF STUDENT PROGRESS

A

Notification of TEP Goals

All parents will be notified of their child’s achieveme
with at least the same frequency as that of a non-di
same school. Progress toward IEP goals will be rep
designated on the IEP. A4

ing the school year
er.enrolled in the
ed to the parent at the time

Report Cards and Grading

A

a A student's placement in an E)“(-cepﬁbr_ial _ZS_t‘ﬁIdenfEducation (ESE) program
may not be designated on the report card due to FERPA (Family
Education Rights and,Privacy Act). .

b. ESE students must receive a report.regarding’progress toward IEP goals
and objectives along with the report card: The final report card for the year
shall contain a statement indicating end-of-the-year status or performance,
or non-performance, at grade level, acceptable or unacceptable behavior
and attendance and promotion Or non-promotion.

. Studghts ‘ma_yz.hp:t be disc;jim'inated against in grading because of their
disabilit'y__'_' Teachers may not unilaterally decide to use an individual
- grading system for a student with disabilities,

d. Ah.'E.SE studég_ft shall not be penalized with a lower grade for using
accommodations.

N In very limited cases where the district report card would be ineffective in

communicating progress of an ESE student, an alternate to the district report card,
approved by the Coordinator of Exceptional Student Education, may be used.

VI.  ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE GRADES PK-12

A,

Statewide Assessment

All students, including Exceptional Student Education (ESE) students, must
participate in the state’s assessment and accountability system. ESE students who
are following the general education program and pursuing a standard diploma
shall participate in the same state and district assessments as their general
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education peers, including the Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) and End of
Course (EOC) exams. If ESE students receive testing accommodations, the
accommodations must be listed in the student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP)
or 504 plan and utilized regularly during classroom instruction and assessment.
Allowed accommodations are listed in the procedures manual for specific
assessment.

Standards Assessment Waiver

Legislation provides for a waiver of the statewide assessmeg;%s'as.-a requirement
for graduation with a standard high school diploma for stidents with disabilities
whose abilities cannot be accurately measured by the statewide assessments after
attempting each required assessment at least twice./The individual educational
plan (IEP) team may request a waiver of the assessment require ent for a
standard high school diploma for those students with disabilities identified in the
Enhanced New Needed Opportunity for Better Life and Education for Students
with Disabilities Act (ENNOBLES) wl so meet "the__ requirements’set forth in
Sections 1003.43(11)(b) or 1003.428(8)(b), Florida Statutes. Students with
disabilities with Section 504 plans are not eligible for a waiver. Students with
disabilities enrolled in courses for which a statewide EOC assessment is required
are expected to participate in'the Florida EOC Assessmerits. Waivers are available
for an EOC requirement for sﬁ%ﬁents'.who have IEPS‘,;;The IEP team must
determine that an EOC assessment cannot accurately measure the student’s
abilities, taking into consideration all allowable accommodations. The student
may have the EOC assessment results waived for the purpose of determining the
student’s course grade and credit.

a. __beidentified as a student with a disability (S.1007.02(2)F.S.),

b. héve_an IEP, &

s C. have ’b'é:'_en prdvided instruction to prepare the student to demonstrate
proficiency in the core content knowledge and skills necessary for grade to

e _ grade progression and high school graduation (1003.428(8)(a))

d. " foranFSA waiver, must have taken the FSA with appropriate
" accommodations at least twice (once in 10" grade, once in 11th grade)

e. for EOC waiver, must have taken the EOC with appropriate
accommodations at least once

f have demonstrated achievement of course standards as determined by the
IEP team
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8. be progressing toward meeting the state credit, GPA and district
requirements.

ESE students who are following the Access Points for Students with Significant
Cognitive Disabilities will participate in the Alternate Assessment based on
Alternate Achievement Standards (AA-AAS). IEP Teams are responsible for
determining whether students with disabilities will be assessed with the FSA or
with the AA-AAS based on criteria outlined in Rule 6A-1 .0943(4), Florida
Administrative Code (F.A.C.) The IEP team should consider the student’s present
level of educational performance in reference to the Florida:Standards. The IEP
team should also be knowledgeable of FSA guidelines and the use of appropriate
testing accommodations. In order to be eligible to participate.in the AA-AAS, the
following criteria must be met: B Y

a. The student has a significant cognitive disability.
b. The student is unable to masterf e g_rade—le_\'}'e_l. general state.Content
standards. - W A

G The student is participating in a curriculum based on the state standards
access points. L s

d. The student requires direct instruction in -aczfdemics based on access points
in order to acquire, generalize, and transfer skills across settings.

Parents must sigﬁ consent for a student to participate in AA-AAS. A student with
a disability may be allowed a special exemption from participating in FSA or
AA-AAS due to extraordinary circumstances that affect the student’s ability to
communicate in‘aceeptable modes for statewide assessment. A specific process
and timeline must be followed as outlined in Rule 6A-1.0943(5)F A.C.

a. Upon approval of the Commissioner, a student with a disability, as defined
in Section 1003.01(3)(a), Florida Statutes is eligible for consideration of a
special exemption from participation in statewide assessments, including
the alternate assessment, under extraordinary circumstances.

. Extraordinary circumstances are events or conditions that prevent the
_ student from physically demonstrating the mastery of skills that have been

. acquired and are measured by statewide assessments, A learning,

~ emotional, behavioral, or si gnificant cognitive disability or the receipt of

services through the homebound or hospitalized program in accordance

with Rule 6A-6.03020, F.A.C., does not, in and of itself, constitute an
extraordinary circumstance. Extraordinary circumstances are physical
conditions that affect a student’s ability to communicate in modes deemed
acceptable for statewide assessments, creating a situation where the results
of administration of a statewide assessment would reflect a student’s
impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills rather than the student’s
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achievement. A request for consideration of this special exemption must
be submitted to the Commissioner in writing from the district school
Superintendent no later than thirty (30) school days prior to the assessment
administration window.

b. State Board of Education Exemption - Upon receipt of a written request
from the superintendent, the Commissioner may exempt an exceptional
student or one who has been determined to be a person with a disability
pursuant to Rule 6A-19.001(6), FAC, from meeting specific requirements
for graduation, due to extraordinary circumstances which:would cause the
results of the testing to not represent the student’siachievements, but rather
reflect the student’s impaired sensory, manualyspeaking or psychological
process skills. The written request must dogument the specific
extraordinary circumstances, which pre\_ﬁer_llt's"the students from meeting
the requirements. . N

E. Parent Notification of Non—Panicipatig nFlorida Standards Assessment

The school must notify the student's parents/guardians in writing that their child is
not participating in the statewide assessment (FSA/EOC) and provide the parent
with information regarding th&expected proficiency levels in reading, writing,
math, and science. The schoolijs als,(;).-re_sponsible forf;;'administering an alternate
assessment based on alternate achievement standards. Parents must also be
notified that students with disabilities who take an alternate assessment instead of
the FSA/EOC will not be eligible for a standatd high school diploma.

F. Parent Ng};iﬁéation'bf Classroom Iﬁét_ructional Accommodations Not Allowed on
Statewide Assessments

If a student is-pro-v'ided with instructional accommodations in the classroom that
are not allowable as accommodations in the statewide assessment program, as
described in the test manuals, the school must:

a v inform the parent in writing, and

b . provide the parent with information regarding the impact on the student's
. ability to meet expected proficiency levels in reading, writing, and math,

This notification is documented on the student’s individual education plan.

VIL.  PROMOTION, ASSIGNMENT AND RETENTION OF EXCEPTIONAL
EDUCATION STUDENTS (ESE) FOR GRADES K-12 AND FOR STANDARD DIPLOMA
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viil.

Promotion and Retention of Exceptional Education Students (ESE) Students who are
receiving ESE Services and are following the general education program, take the state
assessment (FSA) and End-of-Course (EOC) assessments and are working toward a
standard diploma, fall under the same guidelines for promotion as non-disabled students.

A

The school district may exempt students in grade 3 who demonstrate a continued
deficiency in reading from mandatory retention only for good cause, this includes
students with disabilities, whose individual education plan (IEP) indicates that
participation in statewide assessment is not appropriate, consistent with the
requirements of State Board of Education rule.

Promotion of ESE students who are following the Acgess Points for Students with
Significant Cognitive Disabilities will be determined by the IEP. team and based
on the achievement of the students’ goals and objectives. 3

Retention decisions for ESE students foll:QWi'-ﬁg the,Access Points fd'rj_:‘St[ldents
with Significant Cognitive Disabilities ate made on an individual basis by the IEP
Team. ¢ N, &

Students with disabilities who participate in the FSA in reading and who have an
IEP or 504 plan that reflects thie student has received intehsive remediation in
reading for more than two yeats but demonstrates a deficiency in reading and was
previously retained in kindergarten, gradel, grade 2, or grade 3 maybe eligible for
a Good Cause Exemption. 4 y

Graduation Options  1003.428(a), .('.'-)f.)(a)_(l), (3)(a)(z), (3)(b), (8)(a) F.S.
A

Graduation Programs for Students with Disabilities

Schoolsshall provide instruction to'prepare students with disabilities to
demonstrate proficiency in the skills and competencies necessary for successful
grade-to-grade 'prbgression and high school graduation. A student with

disabilities is not restricted or limited to a diploma option/graduation

program. Students with disabilities shall be afforded the opportunity to meet all

. standard graduation rétluirements and qualify for a standard diploma. Decisions
. tegarding the diploma option that a student with a disability will pursue are made
«by the IEP team. For students with disabilities who are entering 9th grade in the

2014:2015 school year, options for graduation include standard diploma or special
certificate of completion. For students with disabilities who entered 9th grade

pri orﬂ_;c’é the 2014-2015 school year and declared intent to pursue a special diploma
may continue on that pathway to graduation.

Students with disabilities who have not earned a standard diploma or GED

may stay in school until their 22" birthday. This also applies to students with
disabilities who have been awarded a special diploma, certificate of completion or
special certificate of completion before they turned 22. The IEP team will
determine appropriate services for students who have graduated but choose to
remain within the Hamilton County School District.
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Standard Diploma Program for Exceptional Student Education (ESE)
Students1003.4282(10)9d)1-5, F.S.

Exceptional education students must meet the same requirements for a standard
diploma as required by the school district for non-disabled students.
Accommodations may be provided in order to meet the needs of students with
disabilities. Accommodations change how students learn and demonstrate their
knowledge. Accommodations do not change what the students are expected to
learn. The transition IEP team determines appropriate accommodati

Special Diploma Options for Exceptional Student Educat
1003.438F.S. |
(Only available to students who entered 9th grade and indicated intent to pursue
special diploma prior to the 2014-2015 school year).;Special diploma options
offer choices to students with disabilities who'are rot able to meet the,
requirements for a standard diploma. There are twg special diploma options
available for students with disabilitie

a. Special Diploma Option 1, Rl
(only available to students who entered 9th grade and indicated intent to
pursue special diplorﬁig;-pri_o; to the 2014-2015 school year).
To carn a Special Diploma Option 1, students must earn the same number
of course credits as for a standard diplomasThe course credits may be
earned by taking exceptional student education (ESE) classes and/or
general education classes.
In order to graduate with a Special Diploma Option 1, a student must:

i eém the mlmmum number (24) of course credits, and

i master the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards or Common Core
“ Standards for the courses in which the student is enrolled.

b. Special Diploma Option 2
(only available to students who entered 9th grade and indicated intent to
pursue special diploma prior to the 2014-2015 school year). Requirements
. for Special Diploma Option 2 are based on mastery of a set of

_competencies developed by the IEP team for each individual student

_ related to employment and community living. These competencies are

" specified in the student’s employment and community competencies
training plan. This diploma option is not based solely on mastery of
standards or course credits but also on successful employment. In order to
graduate with a Special Diploma Option 2, a student must:

i be employed successfully in the community for a minimum period of
one semester, at or above minimum wage,



i achieve all annual goals and short-term objectives related to
employment and community competencies in the transition individual
educational plan (TIEP),

i demonstrate mastery of competencies in his or her graduation plan,*
i be at least 17 years old, and

i have completed 10 credits toward a special diploma.

*This plan should also include the criteria to usel,;.,fdr' determining and

certifying mastery of the competencies, the s ent’s.work schedule and a
description of the supervision to be provided by school district staff,

bl

W

Special diplomas are available to students W_i:th" di'sabiiities who have been
properly identified as one or more of the llowing;, A

intellectual disabled, *
deaf and hard of hearing,

specific learning disabled,

physically impjired,

language impaired, o,
emotional behavior disorder, and/or
autism spectrum disorder :

P Oy 0 s T b g

Students who are {dféptiﬁed solely?ag visually impaired or speech impaired are not
eligible fora special diploma. To be eligible, they must also have another
identified disability. The three-year, 18-credit graduation program is not available

for students working toward aspecial diploma.
D. Certificates of Completion for Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Students
~1003.43(1 1)(a)F.S e

Students who are unable to meet graduation requirements for a standard or special
. .. diploma may receive a certificate of completion. A certificate of completion is

] __\'__I-I.Qt a diplom;i', It certifies that the student attended hi gh school but did not meet
‘all graduation requirements for a diploma. Refer to the certificate of completion
section fof specific requirements.

E. Speci;ﬁi Certificate of Completion

A Special Certificate of Completion is available to any ESE student with
significant cognitive disabilities following Access Points who is unable to meet
all of the graduation requirements for a diploma. The Special Certificate of
Completion certifies that the student participated in ESE coursework in high
school but failed to master the standards for a diploma.
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F. Moving Between Diploma Options

The diploma choice is reviewed annually at the Transition [EP meeting. The team
may change the diploma option if appropriate. However, fundamental courses
can be used only as electives toward a standard diploma. This may mean a
student spends additional time in school to earn sufficient credits for graduation.

G. Extended School Year

Extended School Year is specially designed instruction and
beyond the normal school year of the district; these are
a disability who the TEP team determines needs these services in order to receive a
free, appropriate public education (F APE). ESY is.dvailable at no cost to the
parent. Specific requirements and procedures must be, followed. Refer to the
Exceptional Student Education Policies and Procedures(SP&P) located on the
Florida Department of Education website af & A
http://beess.fcim.or}_{/sppDistrictDocSq&ﬁé_h.aspx .

d services
ided to a student with

H. Hospital Homebound

A homebound or hospitalized student is a student who'has a medically diagnosed
injury, a chronic physical/psychiatri¢ condition, or h‘gs repeated intermittent
illness due to a persisting medical problem_ The condition, illness or medical
problem must confine the student to home or hospital and restrict activities for an
extended period of time. A physician licensed'in the state of Florida makes the
medical diagnosis, “A physician licensed in the state of Florida” as used in this
rule, is ongiwho is qualified to assess the student’s physical or mental condition.
Students‘are dismissed from the program when the physician recommends that the
student no longer requires participation in the program and is ready to return to
school. '

The minimum evaluation for determining eligibility is an annual medical
. statement, from a physician licensed in the state of Florida, including a
, description of the disabling condition or diagnosis and medical implications for
*_instruction. The report must state that the student is unable to attend school and
‘gives an estimated duration of condition or prognosis. Students are eligible for
services from their third birthday until they graduate (receive a standard diploma
or G.ED.) or through their 22nd birthday. An Individual Education Plan (IEP)
shall‘be developed or revised prior to assignment to the homebound or
hospitalized program placement.

Hospital/homebound students are eligible for the FSA waiver only if they have
been found eligible for special education services through an eligible disability
program in addition to hospital/homebound. For additional information on the
SICSD hospital homebound program, please contact the guidance counselor at
your student’s school.
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IX.

SPECIAL DIPLOMA CREDIT ALTERNATIVES

A.

Transfer Credit

1.

All evidence of work or credits earned at another school, community
college or university offered for acceptance shall be based on an official
transcript authenticated by the high school guidance department.

hool or university shall
f deemed necessary.

Work or credits from another school, communi
be accepted at face value, subject to validati

Requirements of the school shall not be fetroactive for'tra;isfer students
provided the student has met all requirements of the school district or state
from which he or she is transferring, ) 4

Dual Enrollment Grades 9-12 with Commumty _Cdﬂeg& or Vocational/Technical
Centers

1.

U5}

Students in grades llig-g'_l:'Z_-who are dually enfollgid' in approved certificate
courses may earn credit toward a’special diploma and/or standard diploma
and post-secondary certificate or degree =

b
it

No student receiving instru'_c:tion under the provision of dual enrollment
shall be charged registration, matriculation, or tuition fees. TABE testing

1s.required; however, for students with di sabilities, TABE test scores may

X

cempted (GAI_O: 1040, _F-AC) no fees will be directly charged to the

studént:'_' &

" For admission of grades 11-12 students into the dual enrollment program,

the administration of the program and implementation of the program shall
comply with Florida Law and the terms of the agreement between the
Hamilton School Board and the community/state college or
career/technical education center,

__z?gll'étudents making application for dual enrollment programs must have
4 prior approval of the principal or his designee.

The following guidelines are the conditions for dual enrollment in the
program.

a. Student must have a grade point average (GPA) of in academic
courses as identified by Hamilton County High School



C. Performance Based Exit Optlon 2

1.

b. Student must clear courses for dual enrollment credit in advance
with Hamilton County High School guidance counselor.
(Prerequisite courses in English and mathematics and minimum
test scores on the TABE may be required.

G Student must successfully complete one semester of course work
in order to receive one credit toward high school graduation.

d. Student would reduce his/her high school course load to
correspond with number of vocational level S
Contingent upon vocational schedule stu
school courses.

ts may not attend high

e. All Hamilton County High School rules and pOllCleS are in effect
as to schedule change, dlsc1plme ete. ‘

f. The enrollment form m U tbe 31gned by the student, parent
guidance counselor and prmclpaI '

Dual credit — Students who satlsfactorlly complete approved vocational
level dual enrollment ¢ourses listed in the State:Gourse Code Directory
shall receive both htgh_ hool and vocatlonal credit.

o2
i

Students age 16 and older who are enrolled in an exceptional student
educatlon program who have not passed the Florida Comprehensive

JAssessment Test (FSA) and demonstrate probability for success on the

General Education Development (GED) test may take the GED. Students

_who pass the GED will receive the State of Florida GED diploma.

CIAL CERT:FiCATE OﬁrCOMPLETION

A, F or students entermg ninth grade on or after 2011-2012 - to receive a Special
Certlﬁcate of Completion a student must have mastered all IEP goals and reached
the age of 22.

& A school district may award a certificate of completion to a student when

the student earns the required 24 credits (s. 1003.4282, F.S.) or the
required 18 credits under the ACCEL option (s. 1002.3(5), F.S)), but fails
to

e pass the assessments required under s. 1008.22(3), F.S. or

e achievea2.0 GPA.
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Diploma procedures — Students may select and move between two Special
Diploma options and between courses of study leading to Standard or Special
Diplomas, as appropriate. Only available to students who entered 9™ grade and
indicated intent to pursue special diploma prior to the 2014-2015 school year.

1.

4

The individual educational plan (IEP) committee shall document whether
the student is pursuing a course of study leading toward a Standard or
Special Diploma on the IEP developed during the students eighth grade
year, or the IEP developed during the year of the dent’s fourteenth
birthday, whichever occurs first. This decisio all be reviewed
annually. Students may move from Special; iploma Option 1 to Option

2. Student with disabilities may move from Special Diploma Options to
Standard Diploma Option with understanding that their rig}}.t_'_;gE‘APE will

end at age 22.

Nothing contained in this plan‘shall be:construed to limit or restrict the
right of an exceptional student solely to a Special Diploma. The parents of
each exceptional student eligible for a Spe{:ial Diploma for exceptional
students shall be notiﬁed__ in writing of the options available under this rule
no later than the eighth grade year or the IEP developed during the year
the student turns age 14, p

iy





